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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
PETER BURROWS
I'd like to thank our entire community for your involvement in
the beginnings of our Facilities Master Planning process. The
ACSD Board embarked on this journey over a year ago to
begin to develop a process to do long-range planning for our
district. In our second official year as a unified district, we
continue to work together to form a new culture that is
grounded in supporting the needs of all students in our
schools. As the Board looks ahead, it's critical that our entire
community comes together to look at where we are and
provide insight into our direction and the financial investments
we make in our schools.

Making butter at Shoreham Elementary School
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There are two more opportunities to get involved on Tuesday,
November 13 and Wednesday, November 14 at our
Community Dialogue sessions. Please go here to find more
information on the entire Facilities Master Planning process,
and to find out how to give feedback in multiple ways.
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Congratulations!
Bethany Morrissey and family
ACSD Elementary Teacher of
the Year

Garreth Parizo
ACSD Secondary Teacher
of the Year

Suzie Quesnel
Barbara Whittemore Support
Staff Award Recipient

CALENDAR
November

January

13

Cornwall Band and Chorus Concert at 2:00 pm

1

No School - Winter Break

13 & 14

Community Dialogue to discuss the ACSD’s
Facility Master Plan at MUMS at 6:30 pm

7

ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 6:30 pm

14

ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 6:30 pm

14

Weybridge Band & Chorus Concert at 2:00 pm

14

15 -17

MUHS Fall Musical—Singin’ in the Rain

Come Alive Outside Winter Passport begins this
week

19 - 23

No School - Inservice Days/Thanksgiving Break

21 - 22

No School - Martin Luther King/Inservice Day

19

ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 7:30 pm

22

ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 7:30 pm

27

MUMS Band & Chorus Concert at 7:00 pm

28

MUHS Band & Chorus Concert at 7:00 pm

December
3

ACSD Board Meeting at Shoreham at 6:30 pm

6

Early Release Day

7

Bridport Concert at 6:00 pm

14

Mary Hogan 5th & 6th Grade Band and Chorus
Concert at 6:30 pm

17

ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 7:30 pm

17

Shoreham Winter Concert at 6:00 pm

24 - 31

No School - Winter Break
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Addison County Resiliency
Campaign—Addison County

School Districts, along with
Addison County Parent Child
Center, Building Bright Futures, the
Counseling Service of Addison
County, the Vermont Department
of Health, the Vermont Department of Children and
Families, and many other groups and individuals are joining
together to launch a public awareness and education
campaign for youth resiliency.
Parent education opportunities will be provided across the
county throughout the year. More information about this
campaign and a parent resource page with a toolkit to help
build resiliency can be found on the ok. you’ve got this
website.
We will share opportunities to learn more as events are
planned.

CORNWALL SCHOOL
This year at Cornwall School has
been filled with positive energy,
tradition, and some new changes.
With a number of long serving
teachers retiring, new staff have
joined our school - Chelsea Colby
(1st and 2nd grade teacher),
Margaret Gish (6th grade teacher),
Perryn Cappelli (special educator),
Debbie Light (counselor), Jennifer
Conforti (speech language
pathologist), Amy Tucker (speech
language pathologist assistant),
and Debbie Koretz
(Spanish). With so many new
staff, we have been particularly
focused on attending to our
positive culture and community
among adults and students.
Two schedule changes have
been the addition of Spanish
and FLEX block. The addition
of Spanish has been incredibly
exciting for all students, and
everyone is using Spanish
regularly outside their twice weekly
Spanish lessons. FLEX block is a
time when students can get extra
practice or expand their learning.

Amidst some change, one tradition
at Cornwall School has continued to
tie curriculum, social emotional
learning, and health together - Farm
to School. The Inquirers (the 3rd
and 4th grade classroom) continued
the work begun last year and spent
the first 6 weeks of school at the
Middlebury College Knoll, learning
outside, focusing on ecosystems,
developing a community of learners
together. All students also spent
time in the garden this fall,

began last year. All classes are
using the MindUp curriculum to
teach students about the brain, how
our brains work, and a variety of
practices they can use to help with
self-regulation and managing their
emotions. One of the more
immediate results of this work is that
it is not unusual to hear students
talking about their amygdala and
prefrontal cortex in regular
conversation.

Through the IB learner profile, we
continue to explore what it means to
harvesting crops together across
be internationally minded. We spent
classrooms, harvesting nearly 200
a great deal of time at the start of the
lbs of potatoes and over 75 lbs of
year considering what it meant to be
butternut squash - among other
caring. To recognize when students
vegetables. We also harvested
are caring, students and staff can
honey from our beehive and had a
catch each other being caring with a
chance to explore the inside of the
“caught you caring” slip. We used
hive in small groups.
this approach to both teaching the
learner profile and noticing positive
behaviors last year and decided to
All of our Farm to School work
culminated at our Harvest Fest at the continue it this year because it was
so well received by everyone.
start of October. This annual
celebration of the harvest is put on
by Friends of Cornwall School
(FOCS) and begins with a meal that
students helped to make and
integrate food from our garden. This
year, students made homemade
squash pasta, pumpkin bread, kale
chips, popcorn, cider, and roasted
pumpkin seeds. The afternoon was
filled with butter making, honey taste
testing, ice cream and cider making,
garlic planting and more.
In addition to our Farm to School
work, we are also building on the
work around mindfulness that we

Each issue will include highlights from a few of our schools
Page 3

MIDDLEBURY UNION MIDDLE SCHOOL
Welcome to
MUMS! We are
the seventh and
eighth grade
middle school for
Addison Central
School District.
Currently, we have 256 students from
our surrounding towns. This year, we
also have 15 students tuitioning from
other Vermont towns,
including the 10
students from
Rochester we were
thrilled to welcome to
our school!
MUMS has two 7th
grade teams and two
8th grade teams. All
students at MUMS are
part of a “core” team.
This means that each
student starts 7th grade
assigned to a team
(Ohana, Phoenix, Paragon or Mosaic)
and remains with that team, with the
same teachers and students, for their
two years at MUMS. Currently, each
team has a teacher for Language and
Literature, Math, Science, Individuals
and Societies, and a Special Educator.
In addition to our “core” academic
subjects, students at MUMS also take
a language acquisition course (French
or Spanish), a performing arts course
(band, choir, general music), physical
education and health classes, as well
as a design class and an art class.
Lastly, students also have the
opportunity to participate in a Personal
Interest Project or PIP Class. Students
select a topic of interest, actively
research it to learn more about the
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topic and then create a project using
what they learned to share with others.
This is one of students’ favorite
classes at MUMS. Each trimester a
new group of students rotates into PIP
so by the end of the school year
everyone will have had an opportunity
to complete a personal interest project
based on their own individual
interests.
MUMS also offers a range
of athletics opportunities
and activities each
season. From GeoBee to
Tiger TV, there is
something for everyone!
GeoBee Club members
play games (board,
online, and Kahoot) and
have mock competitions.
The winner takes a test
via National Geographic
and typically competes at
the state level against
kids from other schools.
Students in Creative Writing Club are
having lots of fun experimenting with
all types of writing and sharing their
work. Students listen to each others’
pieces and provide each other with
feedback.
Every other Monday eleven students
in Tiger TV produce a new episode for
MUMS students to enjoy. Links to our
most recent episodes can be found on
our website. From filming to editing
this student-led show is helping
students learn many real-life skills in a
cool way.

partake in mythical adventures and
enjoy each other’s company while
engaging in lots of unique, friendly,
and cooperative-based games.
Memory Book club members are hard
at work planning and preparing for this
year’s Memory Book. Our yearbook is
produced entirely by students.
Now in its second year, Art Club
students are enjoying all types of art
activities from drawing to painting. Art
Club provides students time to explore
their creativity using a variety of
materials.
As November approaches, we will be
holding an informational meeting for
students interested in joining Drama
Club. It’s not often that, more than a
century after publication, a book
reenters popularity. Little Women is
doing just that as Louisa May Alcott’s
classic celebrates its 150th
anniversary this year.
In addition to the clubs described
above, MathCounts and Composting
Club will also be recruiting new
students to participate.

As the Fall sports season comes to an
end we would like to congratulate our
Eight students are participating in Tae 8th Grade Boys Soccer players on an
Kwon Do. Master Kellie has helped
undefeated season. This fall 7th and
MUMS students move up one or more 8th grade boys and girls played
belts each Fall. This year our students soccer. Other fall sports included field
include a wide range of skill levels
hockey, cross country and tennis. Our
from beginning to intermediate.
goal this past season is to try and find
something for everyone to enjoy after
Gaming Club is new this year because school this Fall. As a result, we have
several students expressed interest in 116 students participating in team
role playing games. Gaming Club
sports and 77 students participating in
members have also played Magic the after-school club activities. In total,
Gathering and classic board games.
approximately 72 percent of our
This new student-interest centered
students are engaging in
club encourages our group of sixteen extracurricular activities this season.
students to play various games,

SHOREHAM ELEMENARY SCHOOL
One of our goals this year is to help
all of our students thrive by better
leveraging the strengths of our
Shoreham Community
Members. One of our core beliefs
at the Shoreham Elementary
School has always been that,
“children learn best when they have
a large and diverse team of caring
educators, family members and
community members working
together to foster and support the
child’s learning and
wellbeing.” This October, the
Shoreham community has enriched
our school in a variety of ways. A
wonderful example was our, “Fall
into a Great Book,” event. On the
evening of Thursday, October 25th,
families came back to school to
play reading games, enjoy a book
together, learn a trick to help
support their child’s reading and,
most importantly,
have fun together
as a community
of learners. The
idea and support
for the evening
came from the
recently formed
Shoreham
Community
Partnership. The
Shoreham
Community
Partnership is a
group of parents
and educators who have been
meeting on the third Wednesday of
each month, at 6:00 PM, since
May. Our focus has been to work
on fostering growth in our students’
reading skills, health and
resilience, and to increase the
community’s participation, voice
and agency in all matters of our
School. We hope to continue this
work through large events like the
“Fall into a Great Book” night and
many small steps such as
improving how we communicate
with families.

purpose of the celebration was to
help our students understand this
important local industry and to
further develop the students’
connection to Shoreham and
Addison
County.

Middlebury College students run a
fun literacy after school program
once a week. Every Thursday we
have community members join us
during recess and lunch to mentor
a Shoreham student in a one-onone setting. Our 5th and 6h grade
students have started their work
Students were with Town Hall Theatre in
able to see the preparation for their performance of
different types Shakespeare’s Henry the IV. As
of feed that
Thanksgiving approaches so does
cows eat,
one of our best community
sample various celebrations on Thursday,
dairy products, November 15th at 11:45. Our food
explore a dairy services manager, Sarah Griswold,
farm through a along with our students, puts on a
video, and
wonderful Thanksgiving feast. In
make their own years past, we have had almost
butter by
100 family and community
shaking cream in a small
members join us for a great meal
container. Students then located
and statement of belonging.
their homes on a map of Shoreham
and explored the variety of farms
near their house. As we work to
develop “international mindedness”
through our work with I.B. we hope
to continue to develop a strong
connection to Shoreham through
partnership with Kylie and Sonya
and other community members.

As we are adding new ways for our
community to be involved in school
life, we are still continuing many
great Shoreham traditions. On
Another example of our community Halloween, our PTF hosts a wellinvolvement was the Local
attended trunk or treat event that
Agriculture Celebration hosted by
begins with a costume parade and
Kylie Chittenden and Sonya
a free pizza dinner. The Middlebury
Barber, who are both Shoreham
College baseball team joins us
parents and local farmers. The
every Friday for recess fun, and
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ACSD Develops Articulated
Approaches to Personalized
Learning and Flexible Pathways to
Graduation.

Diploma Program that gets students active and
involved in the greater community and world in their
11th and 12th grade years.

One last team is charged with designing a new and
robust personalized learning plan (PLP) that will give
Last spring ACSD received a grant from the Vermont structure to these various personalized learning
experiences. As students progress from 6th grade
Agency of Education to fund the development of an
through graduation, they will develop and follow a
articulated, cohesive approach to personalized
PLP to help them individualize their own education
learning and flexible pathways. Inspired by the
and document their learning, growth, and
International Baccalaureate (IB) framework’s focus
accomplishments along the way. The PLP will
on student empowerment and engagement, this
celebrate the importance of the diverse interests,
approach to personalization will be specifically
backgrounds, and pathways of all students, and help
designed to build the skills and agency of the
prepare them find meaningful educational
students by engaging them in meaningful, authentic
learning from elementary school through graduation. experiences throughout their lives. As the student
grows, the PLP will grow with them and will help them
Through this project, ACSD is working to meet, with
in age and grade-appropriate ways to plan both their
fidelity, expectations laid out by Vermont’s Act 77,
current learning and their future endeavors.
which mandates the development of personalized
learning and flexible pathways to graduation for all
The teams are excited for their work, and appreciate
learners.
the opportunity to continue to work to facilitate
The grant funds several teams made up of teachers, engaged and active learning for all students.
school counselors, and administrators from both
ACSD and the Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center
(PAHCC) to develop various elements of an overall K
-12 approach to personalized learning. One team is
exploring the IB Career-related Program (CP) and the
possibility of offering this path through a partnership
between MUHS and PAHCC. Others are developing
key student-centered IB projects in 6th and 10th
grades. Another team is developing the school
district’s approach to CAS (Creativity, Activity,
Service), a mandatory core component of the IB

Middle Years Program
All teachers of grades 7-10 launched their first Middle
Years Program (MYP) units of the year. It’s been
exciting to see the changes roll out. Teachers in both
buildings are using whiteboard posters in their
classrooms to communicate the main aspects of
these units to students in a consistent way.

Students in Kylie
Wolgamott’s art
classes at MUHS
repurposed
cellophane and other
materials into this
life-size “thinker.”
four years of the program. When parents login to
ManageBac, they can also track a student’s current
progress toward each of those four criteria in each
class.

At MUHS, departmental collaborative time has given
teachers the chance to build curriculum together and
offer collegial feedback on a regular basis. Working
together in this way strengthens the experiences we
offer students, helping to ensure a guaranteed and
At MUMS, some teachers have begun to complete
viable curriculum for all. Additionally, the Grade 10
and report out on their first MYP units through
Personal Project has launched. All 10th graders
ManageBac, which is the online learning platform we attended an assembly during extended advisory time,
are using this year. ManageBac has two main
and we held a parent info session on the Personal
functions: First, it is a place for teachers to store, edit Project at the MUHS open house. Over the past few
and collaborate on curriculum. As we continue to write weeks, 10th graders have collaborated in their
our new MYP curriculum, units of inquiry will be stored advisories to come up with topic brainstorms, resulting
on ManageBac. Second, ManageBac is used as a
in a comprehensive list of hundreds of topic ideas,
tool to communicate with parents regarding student
such as quilting, French baking, hair styling, learning
progress. By logging into ManageBac, parents of
how the stock market works, learning how to clip a
middle school students can see the current unit of
cow, enhancing a tree stand, and designing a system
study in each class, including the concepts being
of government for a fictional country. They are now
explored, the statement of inquiry, and the main
working to contextualize their projects in the real world
inquiry questions of the unit. In each MYP course,
and to define success criteria for their final outcome/
there are four main criteria that are assessed over the products.
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Understanding the Primary Years Program (PYP) Curriculum Model—Units of Inquiry
Across the elementary schools in ACSD, student
learning is being be organized into Units of Inquiry as
we work to become a district of IB schools. In
Shoreham, outside of each classroom you will find a
display that explains the key components of the units
of inquiry. Classroom teachers also share this
information in their classroom newsletter.
Understanding the terms that IB schools use to
organize a unit of inquiry will help you better
understand and participate in your child’s
learning. Here is an image of the Shoreham 3rd and
4th grade unit of inquiry display:

make sense to the student at home and in our
community. Please look for opportunities to ask
questions that explore the central idea. For example,
while watching a movie you could ask how a
character’s perspective is affecting their action, or at
a football game ask how the fans’ perspectives shape
how they are behaving at the game.
Students explore
the central idea
through lines of
inquiry. The 3rd
& 4th grades
lines of inquiry
are our
perspectives as
individuals and
as a community,
identifying civic
virtues and how
they guide
communities, and
applying civil virtues and civic engagement.

As we move from the theme to the central idea to the
lines of inquiry you can see how the focus is
narrowing. As the focus narrows you can also see
how lines of inquiry would connect with the state and
national standards. These three lines of inquiry
The school year is organized around these six
themes: who we are, where we are in place and time, strongly connect to several social studies
how we express ourselves, how the world works, how standards. Other units will have lines of inquiry that
connect strongly to science, math, or reading &
we organize ourselves, and sharing the
planet. Third and fourth grade’s current unit theme is writing standards.
who we are.
The final piece of
information on the
Working with the theme of
display is the key
who we are, the students
concepts. For this
will have an inquiry into
unit the key
any of the following
concepts are
concepts: “the nature of
perspective (what
the self; beliefs and
are the points of
values; personal, physical,
view?), function
mental, social and spiritual
(how does it work?),
health; human
and responsibility
relationships including
(what is our
families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights
responsibility?).
and responsibilities; what it means to be human.”
While the themes are
selected by IB and repeat
each year, each unit of
inquiry is focused around a
specific central idea. The
3rd & 4th grade central idea
is: Our perspectives affect
our actions within
communities.
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Each lesson during the six weeks is designed to help
the students better understand the central
idea. Central ideas will be broad enough that they
will not just apply in school, but they should also

Key concepts are questions that we can ask the
students to push their thinking further. So while
comparing characters from two different books, the
classroom teacher could ask what are the characters’
points of view. The key concepts can also help you
bring depth when you have a conversation with your
child. It is powerful when both the home and school
use similar language.

These key components are displayed in a variety of
ways at each of our elementary schools.

Diploma Program
Our application for authorization as an IB Diploma Program (DP) School
was submitted on Oct. 1st. We now await confirmation of our verification
visit. IB will send a team of individuals this spring to visit the school one
more time before we become authorized. The team will be looking for
evidence that our program will meet their expected standards and
practices. Their final report will identify and point out, prior to formal
authorization, standards and practices that are “in place”, “need more
support”, or “matters to be addressed”. Our consultant report from this past
July did not identify any matters to be addressed, so we are hopeful that our
verification visit will go smoothly.
This year, we have sent a handful of teachers to various DP workshops; all
DP teachers must be trained in their specific content area. There are still a
few teachers who need to be trained by the end of this school year.
A map in Tara Martin’s room
Our vision is to offer primarily DP courses in grades 11 and 12. Next year
there will still be a few non-DP classes in each subject area, as well as AP
reminds students that they are
classes (assuming sufficient enrollment). As we transition into DP, we need part of a global network of
to maintain many current courses to allow the current juniors to complete
learners.
their programs. However, because many existing MUHS courses are
redundant to DP courses, it does not make sense to run both. For instance, DP Physics is very similar to
our current physics course; therefore, seniors next year could take the first year of standard level DP
Physics, or the first year of higher level DP Physics for their science credit.

MUHS students will have options for how they take part in the Diploma Program:
 Some students may be enrolled in DP classes for MUHS credit only, see option 1 below. These
students are welcome to take the first year of a DP class during their junior year and continue to take
that course or enroll in new classes for their senior year (again at the first year level).
 Other students may choose to take a mixture of DP courses for MUHS credit and a few for an IB
certificate. These students would need to remain in the certificate courses for their junior and senior
year (each year worth a credit) and complete the required IB assessments in the certificate
courses. See option 2 below.
 Finally, some students may select to be IB Diploma candidates. These students would need to
complete all requirements of the DP program. See option 3 below.
We will provide more information in the near future as we roll out our Diploma Program for the fall of
2019.

Three Possible Ways to be Involved in the Diploma Program
Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Complete TOK

Complete TOK

Complete TOK

Earn credits in a variety of DP
courses and MUHS core classes (as
well as HCC).

Earn credits in a variety of DP
courses and MUHS core classes (as
well as HCC).

Enroll in the required six DP courses
to earn credit and potentially an IB
diploma.

Not required to take DP
assessments because not looking to
earn a certificate in any
course. When looking to earn just
MUHS credit it is fine to take just
the first year of a two year course.

Looking to earn IB Certificates in
each (or some) of the DP
courses. Must complete all DP
assessments in the identified DP
courses to earn a certificate from IB.

Must complete all DP assessments in
all six DP courses. Three standard
level courses and three higher level
courses.

Must complete a CAS project which
includes 200 hours of time.
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Must complete an extended essay by
the middle of their senior year.

