School Board News
February 2021
Annual Public Information Hearing (Virtual)
February 23rd at 7:00 pm
The ACSD Annual Public Information Hearing will take
place virtually February 23rd at 7:00 PM. The FY22
budget will be explained at this meeting. There will be
an opportunity to ask questions and all school board
candidates will have an opportunity to speak to the
virtual attendees about their candidacy.

The following can be found on our
website at www.acsdvt.org:
The February 23rd Public Information
Hearing meeting link



FY22 Annual Report & Budget Book




We hope you will join us on February 23rd! If you
are not able to attend the meeting, please visit our
website at https://www.acsdvt.org/ to view the
meeting recording.



School Board Director and district
officer candidates

School Board meeting agendas, links,
recordings, and minutes

Assessing the Financial Impact of Ripton Withdrawal for ACSD
Voters in each of the ACSD towns will be voting also on Town Meeting Day whether to allow Ripton to secede from
the district or not. We recognize there are many important factors that voters will consider when casting their
votes. We have shared information regarding educational considerations during multiple board and committee
meetings, e-chat videos, newsletters, and community engagement forums. We have provided summary and shared
the feedback that we learned via the porch conversations, and we continue to investigate the socio economic
impacts of different configurations. We have received many specific questions asking for clarity around tax and
financial implications and this information is presented below.
Frequently Asked Questions on Ripton Secession
1.If a town secedes, which greater educational community would they belong to?
If a town secedes from ACSD and forms its own school district, it will be responsible for the education of its resident
students in K-12. It would educate its elementary age students in the school it operates and pay tuition for all of its
secondary age students. The town would decide whether to designate a middle and high school for all students or
allow school choice.
If the State Board determines it is in the best interest for the town to form its own district, it is required to assign
the district to a Supervisory Union. The State Board does not have legal authority to assign an independent district
to a unified school district such as ACSD, so it is expected that it would be joined with another nearby supervisory
union. The new district would receive centralized administrative services from that supervisory union and would no
longer be a part of ACSD.
2. What happens to the middle and high school students if Ripton secedes?
Students would be required to tuition into ACSD schools or other schools for secondary education, assuming space
is available. Depending on the elementary grades offered in a seceded town, students would be tuitioned to MUMS
or another middle school in 6th or 7th grade.

3. What are the financial impacts to a town that withdraws from ACSD?
There are many factors to consider when assessing the financial impact of a potential Ripton withdrawal for ACSD. Since
unification in FY18, it is difficult to fully separate costs by school, but we are able to make some reasonable estimates about
expenditures and revenues at the school level. There are two scenarios to consider.
The first is comparing ACSD’s FY22 estimated cost per equalized pupil based on the proposed FY22 budget to what the cost per
equalized pupil could be if Ripton withdrew.
ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Expenditures
Less: Ripton FY22 budgeted elementary school expenditures
Less: Ripton routine maintenance costs
Less: Ripton bus route
Less: Other prorated expenditures
Ex: Special education, technology, PD, etc.
Net ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Expenditures

$37,949,167
($721,283)
($74,378)
($45,000)
($35,100)

ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Revenue
Less: Ripton elementary school tuition revenue
Less: Ripton small schools grant portion
Less: Ripton portion of special education reimbursement
Plus: Secondary tuition revenue (estimated)
Net ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Revenue

$5,179,060
($34,240)
($68,071)
($5,555)
$516,796
$5,587,990

Net ACSD FY22 Education Spending
ACSD FY22 Equalized Pupils (less Ripton 63.76 EQP)
Estimated ACSD FY22 Ed Spending per EQP
Current estimated FY22 Ed Spending per EQP
Difference

$31,485,416
1,666.76
$18,890
$18,936
-$46

$37,073,406

In this scenario, a potential Ripton withdrawal could result in a small savings in education spending per equalized pupil for the
remaining towns in ACSD. Factors that could affect this figure include middle and high school costs and tuition revenue,
among other things. Additionally, this scenario would recognize virtually zero discernable tax impact.
The second scenario to analyze is comparing ACSD’s FY22 estimated cost per equalized pupil based on the proposed FY22 to
budget to what the cost per equalized pupil could be if Ripton did not withdraw and Ripton Elementary School was closed,
with students attending other schools in ACSD.
ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Expenditures
Less: Ripton FY22 budgeted elementary school expenditures
Less: Ripton routine maintenance costs
Net ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Expenditures

$37,949,167
($721,283)
($74,378)
$37,153,506

ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Revenue
Less: Ripton elementary small schools grant portion
Net ACSD FY22 General Fund Budgeted Revenue

$5,179,060
($68,071)
$5,110,989

Net ACSD FY22 Education Spending
ACSD FY22 Equalized Pupils
Estimated ACSD FY22 Ed Spending per EQP
Current estimated FY22 Ed Spending per EQP
Difference

$32,042,517
1,730.52
$18,516
$18,936
-$420

In this scenario, the savings achieved is greater than the first scenario. Both scenarios estimate potential savings. As
discussed, both estimates have limitations as there are many factors to consider, both financial and beyond. In this scenario,
the tax rate is projected to be about .03 lower than in the first scenario.

