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Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration at Ripton Elementary School
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Welcome to our second edition of the ACSD Quarterly
Newsletter. With the school year moving quickly towards
summer, it's great to share some of the work that is happening
in our schools and how our students are growing and learning.
From updates on our transition to International Baccalaureate
and what this looks like in our classrooms to the development
of Community Partnership Teams in four of our communities,
there is much to share!

Last month, I had the opportunity to visit all of our schools to spend time
talking with teachers, visiting classrooms, and assessing where we are as
a district as we go through unprecedented growth. I concluded those visits
with great gratitude for our staff and community. In our second year as a
unified district, we are beginning to shape a new culture and understanding
of what it means to be a cohesive, single organization. Our Board is
leading the way as they embark on a facilities and educational master plan
over the course of the next year. They will be engaging the entire
community in looking at where we are and plotting a course ahead as they
make both short- and long-term recommendations to provide the best
educational and fiscal platform for our district. Please look for more
information in the next two months as the full process and timeline is
released.
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In addition, our transition to International Baccalaureate (IB) is providing
our students with more opportunities for learning that support greater
student engagement, inquiry, and reflection. This newsletter provides some
examples of our IB learning in three of our schools. We are committed to
engaging our community in what's happening with all three IB programs
(Primary, Middle Years, and Diploma Programs) to develop a shared
understanding of how these changes are impacting students' learning.
With the significant growth we are experiencing as an educational
community, it's so important that we continue to build towards greater
communication and understanding and work together to provide the
absolute best for our students.
Thanks for being part of the ACSD community!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kindergarten Information Sessions
April 12th

Salisbury Incoming Pre-K/Kindergarten Registration
and Parent Information Night at 6pm

May 9th

Ripton Incoming Student Open Classroom 8—10am
(open to any prospective Pre-K through 6th
grade students and their family)

APRIL
10th Salisbury Spring Concert at 6 pm
16th ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 6:30 pm
16th Shoreham Spring Concert at 6 pm
17th Early Release Day

May 16th

Cornwall Kindergarten Registration, Time TBD

May 22nd

Shoreham Kindergarten Orientation at 8 am

19th Cornwall Spring Concert at MUHS at 6 pm

May 30th

Weybridge Kindergarten Visiting Day at 12:15 pm

23rd - 27th

May 31st

Mary Hogan—Incoming Kindergarten Parent
Information Night at 6 pm

Bridport Families—please contact the school for more information
Expanded Pre-K Program at Bridport Central School
Bridport Central School has made some changes to their Pre-K
program for three- and four-year-olds. Next year, the program for
four-year-olds is a full school day program that runs 5 days/week.
The three-year-old program will have two separate sessions that run
two days/week each from 7:45 am—1:00 pm. Enrollment priority is
given to Pre-K students currently enrolled in the 3’s class at Bridport
and to incoming Bridport students. Remaining open spaces may be
filled by ACSD residents. Contact the school for more information at
758-2331.

Parent Workshops

No School - Spring Break

MAY
3rd

MUMS Drama Performance

7th

ACSD Board Meeting at Bridport at 6 pm

7th

MUHS Managing College Costs Workshop at 6:30 pm

16th Early Release
21st ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 6:30
21st MUHS Band/Choir Spring Concert at 7 pm

23rd MUMS Band/Choir Spring Concert at MUHS at 7 pm
28th Memorial Day - No School. Several school bands will
be marching in the Memorial Day parade.
29th MUMS—Incoming 7th Grade Parent Information
Night at 6pm

We would like to offer a variety of parent workshops
this spring and/or next fall. If you are interested in
participating, please take a few minutes to fill out

JUNE

this survey on types of workshops you would like

1st

Mary Hogan Band/Choir Spring Concert at 6:30 pm

to attend, where you are willing to travel, and the time
that works best for you. (The link to the survey can
be found on the homepage of the district website).

4th

ACSD Board Meeting at Mary Hogan at 6:30 pm

4th

MUHS Jazz and Small Vocal Ensembles at 7 pm

7th

Bridport Spring Concert at 6 pm

8th

MUHS Final Assembly at the Memorial Sports Center
at 9:30 am (There is a short parade from the high
school to celebrate the graduating seniors)

9th

MUHS Graduation at the Memorial Sports Center at
10 am

Developmental Screenings
for children ages 3 to 5
Is there something
more you would
like to hear about?
Send feedback to
news@acsdvt.org.
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The ACSD Early Education
Program is offering free
developmental screenings during
the month of April for children
ages 3 to 5, not going to
kindergarten in the fall of 2018.
For more information or to make
an appointment, please call us at
382-1760.

14th Last Day of School (except for Ripton and Salisbury)
15th Last Day of School for Ripton and Salisbury
18th ACSD Board Meeting at MUHS at 6:30 pm

BRIDPORT CENTRAL SCHOOL
Bridport Central School strives to be a
place of hope and engagement. We
are intentionally working to build
relationships, engage our minds and
create healthy habits.

2nd Annual Fall Fun Run

Through programs such as our Buddy
Days, Everybody Wins! and afterschool clubs, we work to reinforce
relationships and connections beyond
those established in the classroom.
Our monthly Buddy Days allow older
students to connect with younger
students and complete an activity
together. Everybody Wins! pairs up
students in grades 2-5 with a mentor. generous and supported this
Once a week, the mentor and the
endeavor. We are grateful for that! We
have also received a district ACEEF
student eat lunch and read together.
grant to help provide this program to
our students.

This spring, thanks to staff, parents
and Middlebury College student
volunteers, we are offering the
following clubs: Science, Building,
Pokemon, Sewing, Coding and Page
One Literacy Clubs.

social and emotional development. In
PE this year, students participated in
Runners Club. For the first time in a
few years, they were able to get the
ice skates out and get in a couple
sessions on the outdoor rink made by
We continue to use Positive Behavior the town! Many of our classrooms
Interventions and Supports to
offer various types of seating to
reinforce and encourage the behaviors accommodate growing bodies and
and habits we want to see
different physical needs. The Come
demonstrated at BCS. At BCS, those Alive Outside organization visited
are P.A.W.S ~ participate mindfully,
BCS. They presented all students at
act safely and respectfully, work
BCS with their Come Alive Outside
through challenges, and show others Winter Passports. Students could earn
we care.
points for participating in different
We work to be mindful and intentional activities and after accumulating
points were eligible for prizes. Our
about movement at BCS. We began
nd
our year with our 2 Annual Fall Fun basketball team has wrapped up a
short, but enjoyable season.
We will continue to strive to create a
school where every single student
feels connected, engaged and
supported in making healthy choices.

The first IB unit is underway in many
of our classrooms. Teachers have
developed these IB units through
extensive professional development
and in collaboration with their ACSD
colleagues. We participated in Global
Day of Play in February. Students
were encouraged to try new things,
collaborate and explore.
This year’s Read-A-Thon was a
success, with the students
participating in a variety of activities
including daily Stop, Drop & Read!
and a book swap.
An artist-in-residence from Circus
Smirkus was here at BCS for 10 days
in the month of March. Our PTO is
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Thank you to the staff, parent
volunteers and supportive community
that make this possible.

Run. Students participate in a daily
mindful movement at breakfast or in
their morning meeting. Mindfulness is
taught, modeled and incorporated in
various ways throughout the day. The
last 20 minutes of our day is also
dedicated to movement and activities
that support our students in their

Subscribe to receive
district news by
following this link or by
visiting the ACSD
website and selecting
Communications under
the Boards and
Community tab.

RIPTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Ripton Elementary School prides itself
on being a friendly and collaborative
multi-age community where students
work together within and across
grades to grow and learn.

Throughout the year we set learning
goals for ourselves (both students and
adults) and work to create a safe,
creative, courageous and inquisitive
learning environment. Together with
the other ACSD schools, we are using
the International Baccalaureate
framework to support our teaching and
learning, particularly by putting
students at the center of their learning,
developing critical and reflective
thinking skills through an integrated
approach to learning both skills and
concepts.

We have many valuable traditions at
Ripton Elementary, from our weekly All
School Meeting to our spring Artist in
Residency. We are a PBIS (Positive
Behavior Interventions and Supports)
school with a focus on four schoolwide expectations to Be Safe, Be Kind,
Work Hard, and Work Together. These
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four statements are reinforced daily in
all settings and situations and provide
the foundation upon which we build
our positive school culture.

in Residency welcomes Fabio Fuá
Nascimento and Capoeira (an AfroBrazilian martial art combining
elements of dance, acrobatics and
music). We’ve had numerous
This year we have decided to focus on opportunities for outdoor recreation
four of the PYP themes: How We
and exploration from Nordic and alpine
Organize Ourselves, How the World
skiing, to exploring the ponds and
Works, How We Express Ourselves,
trails in the beautiful Green Mountains,
and Where We Are In Place and Time. to a week at the Keewaydin
It has been an exciting journey into the Environmental Education Center for
structure and design of inquiry-based our 5th & 6th grade students. PE units
IB units. Our most recent thematic
unit, How the World Works, was
written collaboratively by ACSD
teachers in grade-level teams. During
All School Meeting on Friday
mornings, we did some brainstorming
about this big question of how the
world works and shared some of the
things each class was focusing on
during this unit of study. The Pre-K/K
class explored living things and what
they need to survive, the 1st & 2nd
graders explored the earth, moon and
sun and aspects of light and dark, the of study have included on swimming
3rd & 4th graders studied how nature basics and water safety, for our 1st
impacts humans and humans impact
and 2nd graders and an introduction to
nature, while the 5th & 6th graders
tennis for our 3rd through 6th graders.
explored energy and matter and how
And our entire school continues
choices and changes affect systems.
ongoing discussions about the
Together as a school we examined
importance of spreading kindness
some societal
while participating in a variety of
structures that
community service projects for those
exist across place in need from children and seniors in
and time and how the hospital, to neighbors in need of a
they have
helping hand.
impacted and
influenced how
We are a close-knit community that
the world works.
greatly values the interaction and
collaboration between school, home
Other highlights
and the larger community.
from the year
(past, present,
and future) include
our fall 5K and
10K Ripton Ridge Run, that involved
over 175 runners, community
volunteers, parents and students. We
were honored to host a Naturalization
Ceremony in November where
students reflected on the meaning of
citizenship and participated in a formal
ceremony swearing in 15 new United
States citizens. Our early spring Artist

SALISBURY COMMUNITY SCHOOL
This has been an exciting and
active year at Salisbury Community
School. Our community of 108
students, varying in age from 3 to
12 years old, has been involved in
several new projects this year. Our
Year of the Book grant provided us
with many opportunities to enhance
students’ love of reading, writing
and storytelling through authors’

visits, a family fun day, book
giveaways and classroom libraries
and the creation of a literary
magazine. A highlight of this grant
was a six day residency with
Vermont author, Natalie Kinsey
Warnock on family stories and
genealogy. This residency was one
of many inquiry projects in which
students got to learn about
something that was important to
them in a trans-disciplinary way, a
foundation of the Primary Years
Program.

Working with the district on the
development of our Program of
Inquiry has been another focus for
the staff, with several Salisbury
teachers taking leadership roles in
the ACSD efforts. Teachers have
worked (and will continue to do so)
in grade level teams to develop the
inquiry units under the themes of
How the World Works, How We
Express Ourselves, Who We Are,
Where Are We Are in Place and
Time, How We Organize Ourselves
and Sharing the Planet. This work
is helping to organize our
curriculum in a concept-based
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manner that centers
around the child.
Also new this year is
our EarlyAct Club,
sponsored by the
Rotary Club of
Middlebury. This club
(which includes every
student and staff in
our school community)
is charged with
organizing, and carrying out three
service projects: one that benefits
the school community, one that
benefits the larger community and
one that benefits the world. Older
students serve as officers in the
club and meet regularly following
parliamentary rules. They also
created their own constitution and
bylaws and representatives have
spoken at a Rotary Club breakfast
and Town Meeting.
An ongoing focus for our
school has been our
dedicated science
program. Our students
spend one science class
a week in an outdoor
classroom, learning
about and interacting
with nature. This
experience and other
science learning has
resulted in our students’
increased commitment
to taking care of the planet. An
example and in conjunction with
our EarlyAct Program, students
have taken the initiative to begin
their own website and inform others
of the damage that plastic straws
are causing in our oceans. Visit
their website at http://tiny.cc/
strawless.

Integrating technology has been
another highlight of our year, with
a chromebook available to each
student in grades 3-6, students
have engaged in collaborative
learning environments, created
their own electronic portfolios and
movies. This has resulted in
empowered learners that actively
communicate with others.

Salisbury is fortunate to have a
dedicated staff who continuously
find ways to support students and
families in our community. This
year, teachers and staff have
offered after school opportunities
for students to design their own
pinball machines, participate in a
fitness club, rock climbing
and outing opportunities.
We appreciate our rural
surroundings and look for
every chance we get to
encourage student
stewardship and agency.

ACSD Partnership Teams
Four schools in our district are in the process of
forming Partnership Teams: Mary Hogan,
Salisbury Community, Shoreham Elementary,
and Weybridge Elementary Schools. Engaging
parents and the community in the life of the
school is vitally important to the success of our
students.
Partnership Teams are made up of parents,
principals, teachers, school staff and community
members who work together on school goals to
support student success.
Team members attend a one-day training where
they learn about the partnership program and

write a one-year action plan. Teams meet
monthly to plan and implement family and
community engagement activities linked to school
goals. More schools will form teams over the
next several years. Visit the homepage of school
websites for more information about the teams
and how to get involved. Contact your school if
you are interested in joining a team.
This research based approach to organizing
family and community involvement at schools
follows the model from the National Network for
Partnership Schools at Johns Hopkins University.
For more information please visit their site.

Community Partnership Council - New Members
The Community Partnership Council has been working on initiatives to strengthen and broaden
partnerships with our families and the community to support student success, with the goal that ALL
students feel they matter to the community. The Council is made up of community members,
parents, educators, high school students, and the district superintendent. This year, the Council has
broken up into three working committees - Partnership & Outreach, Mentorship, and Whole School
Wellness. More information about the Council and the work these groups are doing can be found
on the ACSD website under the Boards and Community tab.
We anticipate having a few open seats on the Community Partnership Council, beginning in
September. Council membership is by application with two-year terms, renewable once.
Applications will be available soon and will be posted on the district website. If you would like to be
notified when applications are open, send an email to Erika Garner at egarner@acsdvt.org.
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.

Creating Access to tools to Empower Learning
ACSD took significant steps recently toward one
of our Digital Learning Plan goals as more
Chromebooks (laptops) were distributed across
the district to support the critical and purposeful
use of technology and related literacy skills
needed in a progressive digital learning
environment.
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Our Infrastructure goal states that “ACSD will
create a safe and robust digital learning
environment that is equitable and reliable for all
students and staff members in order to provide full
-time access. This does not necessarily mean that
technology is being used in a full-time manner,
but that the availability is full-time and technology
can therefore be used as needed to support
learning.”

Please find the entire Digital Learning Plan online
at www.acsdvt.org/Page/4984.

2nd Graders at Mary Hogan

State Testing in ACSD
Field Testing the New State Science Assessment
During the month of May students in grades 5, 8 and
11 will be participating in a field test of the Vermont
Science Assessment (VTSA) which replaces the
NECAP and has been developed to align with the
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
adopted by Vermont in in 2013. The development of
the NGSS was a state-led process where state policy
leaders, higher education, K–12 teachers, the
science and business community and others
developed science standards that were grounded in
the Framework for K-12 Science Education and
encompassed three dimensions of science learning:
science and engineering practices, disciplinary core
ideas and cross-cutting concepts. The NGSS
represent major shifts in how students are expected
to demonstrate their understanding of science.
The VTSA is an online assessment accessed on
same platform as Smarter Balanced Assessment
(SBA/SBAC). It incorporates interactive item types
including clusters (phenomenon/scenario-based
stimulus with a set of interrelated items divided into

parts requiring multiple points of student interaction)
and standalone items (stimulus with limited number
of items and interactions). Items are designed to
demonstrate students’ understanding of core ideas
and cross-cutting concepts and the application of
practices. Unlike aspects of the NECAP, the VTSA is
not a test of memorized, discrete facts. Although
more text-heavy than the final iteration of items to be
included in the VTSA, some sample items may be
explored at http://
vt.portal.airast.org/.
The VTSA is a field
test this year and the
results will be reported
at the school level. In
2019 the VTSA will be
fully operational and
individual student
results will be
reported.

Piloting the New State Fitness Assessment
To meet the requirements of the Every Student
Succeeds Act, beginning in May 2018 across the
state of Vermont, schools are using the
FitnessGram platform required to collect and report
fitness data for students in grades: 4, 7, and 9.

using the FitnessGram testing program since 2005.

We have found the FitnessGram tool to be helpful
because it provides a snapshot of current fitness
levels, informs goal setting and planning, motivates
students to be physically active, provides metrics
FitnessGram is a health-related youth fitness
that can be tracked and monitored over time on
assessment that uses evidence-based standards to many levels, and fosters independence in tracking
measure the level of fitness needed for good overall progress toward health goals.
health. Vermont will assess 4 components of fitness:
aerobic capacity, muscular
strength, muscular endurance, and
flexibility. Height and weight for
body composition will not be
collected. The assessment
includes: a 20 meter Pacer run,
standardized push-ups,
standardized curl-ups, and the sit &
reach flexibility assessment.
Fitness testing has been
happening at MUHS for many
years as part of the physical
education program. We have been
Cornwall students during a PE class
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State Assessment Data
In addition to participating in pilots of the new science
and PE assessments, ACSD students continue to take
SBAC tests in math and English language arts. In
ACSD we recognize that even a high quality
standardized test can provide only a snapshot in time of
student learning and that any number of factors can
impact the accuracy of the information captured about
an individual student. So why do we give these
assessments?

these tests to inform instructional decisions. At
the district level, patterns in test results inform
our continuous improvement planning, allocation
of federal grant funding, and goals around
professional learning for teachers and school
leaders.

We use SBAC data, like we’ll use VTSA and
FitnessGram data down the line, to help us
better serve ACSD students. As we do, we heed
Back in 2015, when the SBACs were still fairly new,
Secretary Holcombe’s advice. In that same 2015
Vermont’s Secretary of Education, Rebecca Holcombe, letter, she wrote, “Let’s learn what we can from
wrote an open letter to Vermonters* in which she offered these tests and use them to improve. Let’s NOT
a helpful answer to this question:
use them in ways that misrepresent or distort the
true story of education in Vermont. And most
“Because they DO give us useful information that
importantly, let’s not let testing become the focus
we can use to evaluate the size and direction of
of the education we provide our children.”
our achievement gaps, as well as the mastery of
individual students on specific content. At the
state level, we will look closely at scores to
assess challenges related to equity and set
goals. At the local level, educators will use
individual scores, along with other locally
collected data, to assess students’ needs and
plan instruction. For parents, the tests can help
them ask good questions when they meet with
teachers, and provide one benchmark for
monitoring their student’s progress and success.”

*You can read
Secretary
Holombe’s full
letter on the
ACSD website at
https://
www.acsdvt.org/
Page/2673.

Now a few years out, we are beyond the pilot
phase for SBAC math and literacy tests. At the
school level, we have begun to use data from

Technology and art come together
to inspire student project at MUMS

IB Consultant Visits
Consultants for all three International Baccalaureate (IB) programs have been visiting our schools in
March and April. Our Middle Years Program (MYP) consultant just wrapped up a three-day visit to
MUMS and MUHS and our Diploma Program (DP) consultant spent two days at the high school. While
they were here, they spoke with teachers, parents, students, administrators, and others to get to know
our learning community and gauge our progress toward implementing the IB framework and practices
here in ACSD. These visits are non-evaluative and highly supportive, and they offered clear guidance
for next steps in our IB authorization process. We look forward to similar visits from our Primary Years
Program (PYP) consultants this month. Later this spring, we’ll consolidate the feedback we received
from these visits as we begin to map our continued professional learning and curriculum development
work for the year ahead.

IB Questions and Answers
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MUMS student
creates project
inspired by
objects in the
natural word
around us

Parents of the current 8th and 9th graders
recently attended an information session at the
high school where they had the opportunity to
share questions about programming as MUHS
transitions to an IB school. The answers to
those questions can be found on the homepage
of the MUHS website.

