MUHS NEWSLETTER

May 2012

STUDENT RECOGNITION BREAKFAST
STUDENTS RECOGNIZED FOR QUARTER 3 on May 3, 2012
The Student Recognition Breakfast for Quarter 3 was held at the Glass Onion Restaurant in the
Hannaford Career Center. Eight students were nominated for awards by members of the faculty for a
variety of reasons, including improvement in academic achievement, positive attitudes, motivation,
diligence, and as Teacher Assistants. These students serve as role models for other students and are
helpful to their peers. Principal William Lawson addressed the students, faculty members, and parents,
congratulated all the students, and presented the award certificates. Also in attendance were
Superintendent Dr. Gail Conley and U.D. #3 School Board Chair, Leonard Barrett. Missing: Jenna Shover,
nominated by Lisa O’Connor and James Wells, nominated by Matt Cox.

Photo (Left to right):
Ella Cary nominated by Paul Scaramucci
Sadie Sunderland nominated by Michelle Steele
Jonah Lefkoe nominated by Cindy Atkins
Luke Nadeau nominated by Noah Hurlburt and Tammi Beattie
Brandon Lewis nominated by Chris Bonavita and Laurie Hanfield
Marrott Weekes nominated by Michele Forman
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Music Department
The MUHS Music Department Spring Concert has been moved from May 24th to
Wednesday, May 23rd. The concert is based on the theme of New York City!
Featured ensembles will be Concert Band, Concert Choir, Jazz Ensemble and Vocal
Ensembles. The concert is at 7:00 pm in the auditorium and open to all.

The MUHS Music Department will be having a picnic dinner concert in the courtyard
at the high school on Wednesday May 30th. Featured ensembles will be the Jazz
Ensemble, Men’s Vocal Ensemble, Women’s Vocal Ensemble and Camerata. Bring a
lawn chair, a picnic dinner and sit back and enjoy the accomplishments of these fine
musicians! 7:00 pm. In case of poor weather, the concert will be performed in the
cafeteria.

Integrated Skills

Wood 2 Class
Matias Van Order Gonzalez
proudly displays his replica
Gibson Firebird Guitar that he
made in the Wood 2 Class

Page 3

Guidance
“Applying to College” Workshop
On Friday, June 8th, The Admissions Office from Middlebury College is sponsoring the “Applying to
College” workshop for high school students. This program gives an overview of the general selective
college application process and does not focus on Middlebury College. It runs from 8:15am-12:00pm
and covers four areas of the college selection process:
1. choosing a college
2. how to visit a college
3. how a college admits its class
4. financial aid
5. understanding the college application: a hands-on session.
Following the financial aid presentation, individual afternoon appointments can be scheduled with
Student Financial Services.

Additionally, a group information session will be conducted at 1:30pm and campus tours will be offered
at 1:30pm and 2:30pm for those students who are interested, specifically, in Middlebury College

The deadline for registration is Tuesday, May 29th. Parents are invited to attend all activities.ior
students. To register go to: http://www.middlebury.edu/admissions/start/ccworkshop/ccworkshopreg
Questions can be directed to: aap@middlebury.edu
A full schedule of the day can be found at: http://www.middlebury.edu/admissions/start/ccworkshop

NECAP Information
The NECAP (New England Common Assessment Program) Science component will be
administered to all eleventh graders on May 15th from 8:30am – 11:30am and May
16th from 8:30am – 10:15am. If you have any questions concerning this assessment
please call Principal Lawson at 802-382-1500.
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English Department
MUHS Students Travel to England. . .
where they learn that it’s not all quidditch and crumpets.
On Friday, April 20, six MUHS students and their teacher, Cathy Stoddert, departed for London.
After an afternoon at Westminster Abbey, Buckingham Palace and a day’s jet lag, we travelled
further north to Stratford-Upon-Avon, Shakespeare’s birthplace. Other highlights were Isadora
Marks’ pick, Warwick Castle;
Sarah Miller’s pick, Poets’
Corner; and Ryan Gyukeri’s
pick, the Roman Baths in—you
guessed it—Bath. Mychaella
Devaney also enjoyed Bath,
chiefly the Jane Austen Centre
and the Assembly Rooms
mentioned in Pride and
Prejudice. Once back in
London, students navigated
the vast Underground and
getting to know many of the
districts that comprise the city.
We visited The Tower of London before rambling over the Thames to the Globe Theatre and the Tate
Modern. We all loved the musical Billy Elliott on Tuesday evening in the West End. The Imperial
War Museum brought many in the group back twice, and the British Museum revealed the Rosetta
Stone and the Elgin Marbles one watery afternoon. In fact, most days were watery; Tamara Volkert
advises not only a rain jacket, but an umbrella when visiting the UK! We were also keen to try new
foods, Chicken Korma among them as London’s most popular dish. We had Indian, Thai, Chinese,
Italian and true British pub fare, though only a few of us partook in a cream tea (perfect with Jane
Austen!). As Kasara Lear puts it, “New food means new adventures.” A day after Windsor Castle,
the Harry Potter tour at Warner Brothers’ Studio in Leavesden, an hour away by double-decker bus,
was our final experience before our departure on Saturday, April 28 th. We agree with Samuel
Johnson, who found that

. . . no [person], at all intellectual . . . is willing to leave London.
No, Sir, when [one] is tired of London, [one] is tired of life; for
there is in London all that life can afford.
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AP English

On February 3rd, 2012, 25 AP English students traveled to Hartford, CT to see a
hilarious comedy, "Boeing, Boeing" at Hartford Stage. They were catered to a
private behind the scenes theater tour after the show (see related picture) and
visited the Mark Twain House and Museum the next morning before returning to
Middlebury. Thank you to the four wonderful chaperones for helping make this
trip a success!

Stone Soup Summit
MUHS seniors Hannah Kraus and Emma Ryan were recognized at the April 3rd, 2012 Stone
Soup Summit at Vergennes Union High School for their video documentary on local food in and
around Addison County. They placed 2nd in Addison County Relocalization Network's
(ACORN's) "Farm to School - Social Entrepreneur" category open to all 7th-12th grade students
in Addison County. The documentary was originally produced in their AP English class at MUHS
as a community-based, multimedia, storytelling project. Congrats Hannah and Emma!
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Math Department
Middlebury UHS Student Winner in Mathematics
Talent Search
Middlebury Union High School Senior Stuart Guertin, of Cornwall was
the seventh prize winner of the 19th Annual Mathematics Talent Search
sponsored by the Vermont State Mathematics Coalition. Stuart was
the eighth place winner last year.
In a ceremony on May 1 at a Sunset Ballroom dinner, witnessed by
parents, teachers and Commissioner of Education, Armando Vilaseca
who praised the student winners in his remarks, Jim Donatelli,
Educational Technology Consultant of Texas Instruments presented
Stuart, as a repeat winner, a TI hand held calculator. All winners received TI
sophisticated software and the top winners also received University Mall gift
certificates.
Tied for first place were Kevin Wang, a senior at South Burlington High
School and Matthew Wu, a Freshman at Essex High School.
Other winners included third place winner Yuzhou (Oscar) Lin, a junior at
Thetford Academy; last year's top scorer Tyler Gray, a senior at Canaan Memorial
High School; Zachary Farr of BFA St. Albans; Vivian Huang, Tristan Ohlson,
Cody Yu, and Aleksandra Zakrzewska of South Burlington High School; Vignesh
Rajendran of Essex High School and Zhili Feng of Lyndon Institute.
The winners are all invited to be a part of the team of 15 representing
Vermont in the annual American Region Mathematics League competition at Penn
State University on June 1-2 and to attend the 2012 Governor's Institute in
Mathematical Sciences to be held at the University of Vermont June 17-22. Stuart
attended the Governor's Institute in a past year.
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Community Service
On Wednesday, May 2, three
MUHS students received
awards for their outstanding
volunteer work and dedication
to improving their
communities: Ashley
Meacham won for her work
with both the Vergennes and
New Haven rescue squads, Tor
Brakeley for his work at the
Addison County Humane
Society, the Ilsley Library, and
HOPE, Isiah Treadway for his
work with the Teen Center,
and David Burt for his work
with the Middlebury Rec
Center, the MUHS Learning
Lab, and Hurricane Irene
cleanup. Each student received
a Certificate of Achievement
and $100 to donate to the
organization of his/her choice.
Ashlie Yates, Ashley Meacham, Brian McDonough, Tor Brakeley, David Burt

Ashley Meacham volunteers with the Vergennes Rescue. and New Haven Fire Department. Ashley is a
CPR attendant and checks vital signs in the back of the rig for Vergennes Rescue. At the Fire Department,
Ashley readies the attack line, watches for missing personnel, and performs truck maintenance. Ashley
also helps with fund-raising for both organizations. Ashley was inspired by her uncle who encouraged
her father and all his siblings and cousins to help others through community service. Now her uncle is
inspiriting another generation of volunteers. In assisting these rescue organizations, Ashley has grown
into a strong and independent young woman.
Tor Brakeley volunteers at HOPE, Ilsley Public Library and Addison County Humane Society. The folks
at HOPE report that Tor is a great volunteer! Tor works in the clothing resale shop which generates
money to support poverty relief programs. Tor mans the cash register with the staff, bagging purchases
and assisting customers. Tor has also been a committed volunteer in the Children’s Room at Ilsley. He
helps with all sorts of library tasks, from shelving books to filing DVDs, to assisting patrons as they look
for a good book. He is always cheerful and approachable, helping kids and adults alike. Folks at the
Ilsley appreciate his commitment to the library – he volunteers every week. Tor also volunteers at the
Humane Society. Tor has a keen understanding of the importance of service.
David Burt has been volunteering in his community throughout his high school career. He has
volunteered at multiple organizations including the Rochester Irene Flood Relief, the Middlebury
Recreation Department, and the MUHS Learning Lab. David is also a math mentor in a 4th grade
classroom at Mary Hogan School. David’s volunteer service helps teach children and young adults the

skills they need to succeed in school and in their social life.
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Activities
Middlebury Union High School Football Stand-Out Honored

Front Row L-R: Eric Denu, John Rouse, Marshall Hastings, Coach Dennis Smith
Back Row L-R: Coach Peter James, Leonard Barrett, Coach John Nuceder, Coach Jed Malcom

At the Vermont Chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame awards ceremony
held at Castleton State College on Sunday, April 29, 2012, the 2011 Pride of Vermont Awards were
announced. Middlebury Union High School Senior and stand-out running back Marshall Hastings was
presented this prestigious award for Division I. The Dolphin Foundation's mission is to honor the premier
athlete from each of the three high school football divisions in the State. The Pride of Vermont award is
in its sixth year and was created to perpetuate the growth and well-being of football in Vermont at all
levels. PRIDE - our South Burlington youth team's motto - stands for Personal Responsibility for
Individual Daily Effort. A gift to the Foundation by the Johnson family in memory of their son Chris, a
former Dolphin player, has been designated by the Foundation to establish an annual award which
recognizes the premier player in each of the three divisions as chosen by coaches in those divisions. Each
player received a specially designed and Vermont made trophy, denoting his divisional win as premier
player in their division.
When asked to reflect on Marshall Hastings as a player; Division 1 coach, Dennis Smith, commented that
“I considered myself privileged to have coached one of the top running backs I have ever coached in over
20 years". Marshall may be slight in build at 5'7" and 175 pounds but don't tell the opposition that - they
thought he was much bigger and tougher. Coach Smith knew that Marshall's drive to prove himself and
his dedication to the game would overcome any size issues. He adds that “Marshall is an all-around
player: positive, spirited and extremely talented. Whenever he touched the ball, the crowd and the other
team held their breath and he showed that again in the north-south game.”
Earlier in the year, Marshall was named to the Vermont All Star first team offensive running back, first
team kick returner, and second team defensive back. He was also honored as the Division I Player of the
year award seen in the photo above. Middlebury Union High School would like to congratulate Marshall
on all of his accomplishments as a football player and for being a positive representation of our school
community.
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Model United Nations
MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
From Friday, March 30 through
Sunday, April 1, more than 400
high school students, from as far
away as California, gathered at
Dartmouth College for the seventh
annual Model United Nations
Conference. Nine Middlebury
Union High School students were
in attendance as Model U. N.
representatives of a number of U.
N. countries. Taking on roles of national delegates, they enthusiastically and
with impressive skill and knowledge debated serious global issues. “It’s a
really cool experience,” Ryan Gyukeri enthused. ”Interesting to see how a
bunch of teenagers handle international diplomacy.” Ryan represented the
Pakistani Internal Security Ministry dealing with the crisis of Bangladesh.
Duncan Mathewson was awarded recognition for the Best Position Paper of
the 60 papers submitted to the Committee on Disarmament and International
Security. Duncan represented Austria. Stephen Peters-Collaer commented, "I
was involved in the European Union committee, and our committee passed
four resolutions in the three days, something never before done in the seven
years of the conference," he proudly informed his colleagues. For Nate Cobb,
this was his first participation in a major Model United Nations conference.
”The opportunity to debate real world problems concerning small arms and
light weapons was an amazing experience,” Nate reported. “The fate of Chile
was in my hands.”
The MUHS Model United Nations activity members meet every Monday
morning before school. New members are always welcomed.
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China Exchange Summer 2012

China Exchange Summer 2012!
The Middlebury community will host a group of high school students from
China for two weeks this summer. These students will be housed in pairs with
local families. They will spend daytime hours at Middlebury Union High School
along with a group of our local students, and evenings & weekends with their host
families. The dates for this summer’s visit will be July 23-August 4. If you are
interested in learning more about being a host family or a student ambassador,
please contact Michelle Steele at msteele@addisoncentralsu.org or Chris
Bonavita at cbonavita@addisoncentralsu.org. Student ambassadors and students
of host families will have an opportunity to visit China in 2013!
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Addison County Teens
ACT values teen culture as an essential part of the broader
community. It provides a fun, safe and welcoming place for teens to
hang out, and promote teen contributions through programs,
activities, and outreach.

May 2012

Drop-in Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 3 – 6pm
Wednesday and Friday: 3 – 7pm

ACT is open to all youth in 7th to 12th grade from the ACSU school district.
Through its Youth Advisory Council (YAC), ACT sponsors dances, fund raisers,
community service projects and much more-- by and for teens. ACT provides a
fun, safe and welcoming place for teens to hang out, be with their friends, listen to music, play foosball, pool,
board games, be creative and do art projects and eat snacks.

ANNOUCEMENTS
The 94 Main Teen Center will not have regular drop-in hours this summer. Instead we are offering two
summer camps:
ACT Summer Camp
Session One: June 25 to July 6
Session Two: July 16 to July 27, 2012
Join us for a fun filled two week camp at ACT. The camp will be held Monday through Friday, 9 am to 4 pm. We
are planning on taking trips to local lakes and swimming holes, picnic on Lake Dunmore, bike rides, hiking some of
Vermont’s beautiful mountains or the trail around Middlebury, arts and crafts projects, tentative trips to Great
Escape and other places of interest. You can sign up with us during our drop-in hours: every day from 3 to 6 pm or
at the Middlebury Municipal Gymnasium during the mass registration for Recreation Summer Programs on
Thursday, May 24 from 4 pm.
94 Main will be open for regular drop-in hours until June 15. From August 13 to August 24 ACT will be open
th
every day for drop-in hours from 1 to 5pm. Beginning August 27 , ACT will resume regular drop in hours.

UP-COMING EVENTS:
Youth Advisory Council Meeting: May 9th and 23rd from 4:30 to 6pm (pizza at 5:30pm):
“DREAM - ACT - DO” is the motto of our YAC meetings. Teens decide what they want to see happening at 94
Main and plan, organize and implement their programs and activities.
Clothing Drive: for up-coming clothing swap: Tuesday, May 15th, Wednesday, May 16th and Thursday May
17th. Each of these days at the MUHS cafeteria during lunch from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Come and bring us your
gently used clothing, shoes, accessories, jewelry, books, CD’s, DVD’s, and knick knacks. Tired of you prom or
formal dress from last year? We take those too. For your items you will receive point cards that you can trade in for
new items during the two day swap on May 29th and May 30th. We are also holding a clothing drive at MUMS on
Tuesday, May 22nd and Thursday, May 24th. Both days from 8 am to 8:30 am and again during lunch time.
Two Day Clothing Swap: Tuesday, May 29that ART (Patricia Hannaford Career Center) from 3 pm to 6 pm
and on Wednesday, May 30th during lunch hours (11:30 am to 1:30 pm) as well as from 3 pm to 5 pm in the MUHS
hallway across the main office. Come and join us for two days of swapping and shopping. The swap offers gently
used clothing, shoes, accessories, jewelry, books, CD’s, DVD’s and more. Redeem your points from the clothing
collection or bring money and shop very inexpensively. Most items are between $1 and $10. Some special items
might be marked up to $20.
Healthy Meals on a Budget: May 16th from 3:30 to 5:30pm: Middlebury College student Emma Burk will
be hosting cooking classes at the teen center. The cooking classes will focus on shopping, preparing, cooking, and of
course eating healthy meals, while being conscious of staying on a budget.
Neonight Dance: Friday June 1 from 8 – 11pm at the Municipal Gymnasium: Come and join ACT for
a night of music, glow sticks and black lights at the Middlebury Municipal Gym. Posters with dance information
will be coming to your school soon!!!
WANT MORE INFO? Check our web site at: www.addisonteens.com, call ACT at: 388-3910
Co-Directors: Jutta Miska: jutta@addisonteens.com
Colby Benjamin: colby@addisonteens.com
ACT is located in the Middlebury Municipal Building; enter on College Street across from Samas Café.
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