MUHS NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 2014

MUHS WINTER CARNIVAL
This year, the annual Winter Carnival week
kicked off on January 27th. Winter Carnival
consists of a series of events spread over the
course of a week to encourage students to
express their school spirit by participating in
various dress up days, lunchtime activities,
and a culminating student basketball game.
This year, students took part by dressing up
in formal wear, Vermont wear, pajamas, as
part of a twin group, and even as
superheroes, as well as working in groups to
design the best gingerbread house,
discovering interesting facts about the faculty and staff through scavenger hunt, and playing
various Wii games. In addition, the classes also competed against each other in “Penny Wars”
to raise money for SOLA (School of Leadership Afghanistan), a school for girls in Afghanistan.
Students raised a total of $1, 641.00 from the Penny Wars and $1,122.00 from the evening
screening of the film, Girl Rising, produced by the founder of SOLA. The annual Talent Show
was held on Thursday, January 30th and featured eleven acts ranging from a contemporary
dance and a sax ensemble, to singing and guitar playing. The week culminated with Winter Ball
on Saturday night. This year’s winners of the Winter Carnival were the seniors with a sweep of
the week’s activities, but losing the Basketball game during a tough battle with the juniors.
Winter Carnival Tally
Event
9
Dress up
25
Scavenger Hunt
50
Free Rice
75
Basketball game
50
Gingerbread
50
Penny Wars
75
Wii games
50
Food Drive
75
Total:
450

10
75
25
25
25
75
25
75
50
375

11
50
75
50
100
25
50
25
25
400

12
100
100
100
75
100
100
100
100
775
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Winter Carnival Basketball Game
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Winter Carnival –Random Pictures
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Guidance
Course registration
Even though the school year is barely half over, the Guidance Department has been busy getting
ready for registration for next year’s classes. The MUHS Course Catalog has been updated and is
available online at the school home page. Just click on the link to Information and then Course Catalog
2013-2014.
We have already started talking with current juniors and will continue our meetings according to
the schedule listed below. In these meetings, counselors will review credits necessary for graduation, as
well as talk about post-secondary plans. For those students thinking about attending college after high
school, we will be introducing the college planning portion of Naviance, our new career and college
planning program. We hope parents as well as students make use of the information available in Naviance
regarding colleges. Our ninth and tenth grade students will be signing up for classes towards the end of
February and the beginning of March.
Please take some time to read through the MUHS Course Catalog to become more familiar with
the classes available to our students. Choosing the right classes requires a combination of input from
teachers, parents, school counselors, and the students. If you have any questions about classes for next
year, please feel free to contact the guidance office at 381‐1195.

Registration timeline
Current 11th grade students:

1/27-2/11

Current 8th grade students:

2/12-2/14

Current 10th grade students:

2/25-3/11

Current 9th grade students:

3/12-3/25

AP Exam Registration
Any student planning on taking one or more AP exams in May needs to submit their registration form to
the Guidance Office by February 7th. Fee waivers are available for any families that find the cost of
taking the AP exam as a financial hardship. Any questions, contact the Guidance Office.
College Pathways
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC) is sponsoring several college planning workshops to
help high school sophomores and juniors, as well as parents with the college search process. These
workshops will be held at the following locations and times:
March 15th
March 29th
April 7th

St. Michael’s College
Castleton State College
Lyndon State College

To register as well as view the full agenda go to www.vsac.org/CollegePathways or call 888-943-7301.
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Guidance Continued
Financial Aid
Available in the Guidance Office are the VSAC Scholarship Booklets that use the unified
application for many Vermont scholarships. Any senior student or parent interested in a copy may pick up
a copy of the booklet in the Guidance Office.
Additionally, don’t forget about applying for the Vermont Incentive Grant. To complete the
application online, logon to your myVSAC account (or create an account if you haven’t done so by going
to the VSAC Web site.)
Finally, the Guidance Department recommends submitting your FAFSA applications as well as
completing the Profile (if required by your colleges) as soon as possible. If you are in need of help
completing the FAFSA, VSAC's Outreach Program and the Community College of VT are partnering to
offer these free workshops at eight CCV locations across the state on the following dates:
Saturday, February 1 (10:00 am--noon)
Thursday, February 6 (4:00-6:00 pm)
Thursday, March 6 (4:00-6:00 pm)
Thursday, May 15 (4:00-6:00 pm)
If you are planning on attending one of these workshops, you students and parents should each
bring the following:

• Social Security Number
• Most recent federal tax return
• Most recent W-2 or year-end pay stub
• Untaxed income records (child support)
• Current checking and savings account balances
• Home value and debt (if applicable)
• Farm value and debt (if applicable)
• Business value and debt (if applicable)
• Investment value (if applicable)
• Alien Registration Card (if not a U.S. Citizen

For priority registration, call 800-642-3177 and ask for Outreach
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English Department
On January 7th, Professor Michael Katz guest
lectured about Fyodor Dostoevsky and Crime and
Punishment in Tim O'Leary's AP English Literature
and Composition class.

The New England Young Writers’ Conference at Bread Loaf
For almost thirty years, MUHS sophomores, juniors, and seniors have participated in The New England
Young Writers' Conference at Bread Loaf. This year is no exception. From May 15th – 18th, Emma
Castle, Samantha Cherrier, Tsering Chophel, Marcelo Hanta-Davis, Jacob Klemmer, Sophia Logan,
Lauren Poppenga, Julia Rosenberg, Christopher Ryan, Sophie Saunders, and Elias Wyncoop will join
over 200 other young writers from the Northeast and beyond (each year the number of applicants from
outside the Northeast increases) to work with published poets, fiction and non-fiction writers in a wide
range of activities to inspire and hone their writing. The Conference is coordinated and hosted by
Middlebury College, Mount Abraham, Vergennes, Otter Valley, and Middlebury Union High Schools.
This collaborative effort has been heralded by many attendees as "one of the most amazing experiences of
my life."

ADDITIONAL WRITING OPPORTUNITIES
MUHS students in all grade levels are eligible to take part in The Vermont Young Playwrights Project. In
two in-school full day workshops on February 28 and March 21st, students will develop a ten-minute one
act play for Festival consideration. All students who generate a play will able to attend the Festival at The
Flynn Center on May 14th. Students may find applications in the Main Office or from English and Social
Studies teachers. All MUHS students may also apply to another weekend-long writers’ conference.
Champlain College hosts a conference for Vermont students May 23-25, 2014. Parents and students
should visit the Web site for more information: www.champlain.edu/young-writers-conference

PAGE-TO-STAGE
From February 10 – 14, 2014, students from Ms. Doe’s and Mr. O’Leary’s ninth grade English classes
will work with professionals Melissa Lourie and Ethan Bowen to bring Paul Zindel’s play The Effect of
Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds to life. As part of an English Department initiative and
partnership with the Town Hall Theater, this project marks the first time that two artists-in-residence will
work with students to direct and perform their own scenes from a play. On an annual basis since 2008,
MUHS students have attended performances at the THT and attended workshops led by Melissa and the
THT Educational Director Lindsay Pontius. This, however, takes the program to the next level, students
interpreting and staging scenes according to their “reading” of the script. We look forward to this
opportunity and are most appreciative of the administration’s support and funding of this project.
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Miscellaneous News
School Choice Capacity
The Public High School Choice Law 16 VSA 822A (C), requires that school boards set a
capacity to accept school choice students prior to February 1 of the year. At the UD#3
School Board meeting of January 21, 2014, the Board voted that Middlebury Union High
School has a capacity of 14 School Choice Students. With current enrollment, MUHS will be
able to accept 3-4 School Choice Students based on students that have left or will graduate.

Save the Dates - Success Saturday

Success Saturday is back! The Learning Lab will be open for tutoring from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on
the following Saturdays: March 29, May 17 and May 31. These dates were selected to correspond
with the dates nearest interim grade reports and the end of each quarter. Students must sign up
in advance in the Learning Lab. Snacks are provided. Success Saturday is a great way to stay caught up
or to get caught up, to study for a test, to possibly redo a test, or to work on a paper.
The Learning Lab provides tutoring in a positive and supportive environment. Tutoring is available to all
MUHS students for all subjects and classes. Tutoring is provided by two licensed teachers, peer
tutors, Middlebury College students, and community volunteers.
The Learning Lab is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and is located in room H103. Please call Ben Krahn or Tammi Beattie at 382 – 1165 if you have any questions.

March Parent/Teacher Conferences
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, March 13th from
4:00 - 8:00pm and Friday, March 14th from 8:30am - 12:30pm. To
schedule conferences, please call Julie Dodson at 382-1107.
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Addison Central Teens
NEWS & EVENTS
ACT is open to all youth in 7th to 12th grade from the ACSU school
district. Through the Youth Advisory Council (YAC), ACT sponsors
dances, fund raising events, community service projects and much
more. ACT provides a fun, safe and welcoming place for teens to
hang out, be with their friends, listen to music, play pool, board
games, ping pong, do homework, and art projects.

UP-COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Drop-in Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 3 – 6pm
Wednesday and Friday: 3 – 7pm

ACT Will NOT be Open for Drop in Hours During Break –
February 17th – 21st
PREP Course(Personal Responsibility Education Program)- Monday February 17 through Monday February 20, 10:00 am to
3:00pm - Melanie Root, a nurse at the Addison County Parent Child Center and Jutta Miska, co-director of Addison Central

Teens are teaching the “Reducing the Risk Curriculum”, funded by the Vermont Department of Health and VCHRYP. The
course teaches facts and presents a powerful, active approach to prevention of teenage pregnancy and protection
against HIV and other STI’s (Sexually Transmitted Infections). The activities motivate students to take steps to avoid
high-risk behaviors and to discuss healthy relationships. Age group: 15 to 18 - limited space available. A stipend is
available for students who participate in and complete the course. Please register by February 14. For more information
and to register contact Jutta at 802-989-8934 or jutta@addisonteens.com
Youth Advisory Council Meeting: Wednesday February 5th and 26th from 4:00 to 5:30pm (pizza at 5:00pm) -Take

the
opportunity to sit down and formally talk with ACT staff and community members about upcoming events, programs and
activities you would like to see happen at ACT. This is a great opportunity for you to become engaged in the teen center
and create new programs, activities and events. The best part is you get FREE PIZZA just for attending the meeting!!!
DJ Workshop with Chuck “DJ Dizzle” Root: Friday February 14th and 3:30 – 5:00pm - Have you ever been

interested in learning how to DJ or would you like to hone you DJing skills? Try out a workshop with Middlebury’s own
DJ Dizzle. DJ Dizzle has been a local, professional DJ for the past 10 years and is willing to work with you FOR FREE.
From a novice to a professional, DJ Dizzle is willing to work with you, swap ideas, give you tips or just show you the
basics of DJing.
Cooking With Chuck!: Friday February 7th and 28th 3:30 – 5:00pm - Learn how to plan, prep, cook and serve a meal

from professional chef Chuck Root. Every other Friday, Chuck will be at the Teen Center cooking and sharing a meal
with teens. Stop by ACT and check it out, it’s free and guaranteed to fun!

Video, photography and audio workshop with the Vermont Folk Life Center -Thursday, April 3 through June 12, from
3:30 pm to 5:30 pm -Interested in learning to use photography and audio recording as a means for expression,

storytelling, and maybe even social action? Come join digital media instructor, Ned Castle (from the Vermont Folklife
Center) every Thursday at “94 Main”, your local Teen Center. Ned will be teaching skills ranging from the basics of using
a digital camera and audio recording equipment, to the design and exhibition of creative storytelling projects that
engage community audiences. These skills can help you to enhance school projects .

MUHS Hallway outside the Main Office -Wednesday & Thursday, June 4 &
5 11:30 am to 3:00 pm – students only;3:00 pm to 7 pm – open to the public
Bring in your gently used clothing, accessories, jewelry, knick-knacks, CD’s, DVD’s
and swap for new used items. No clothing to swap? Bring your money and shop. 1
point equals $1.

Items may be dropped off at the ACT Teen Center every day after school from 3 - 6 pm. Look for posters in May
announcing clothing collection at MUHS and MUMS. For more information or if you like to volunteer, please contact:
Jutta@addisonteens.com 802-989-8934
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