MUHS NEWSLETTER

April 2015

Third Quarter Student Recognition Breakfast
The Student Recognition Breakfast for Quarter 3 was held at the Glass Onion on
Thursday, April 16, 2015. Nine students were nominated for awards by members
of the faculty for a variety of reasons, including improvement in academic
achievement, positive attitudes, motivation, and notable service to the school.
These students serve as role models for other students. The event was attended by
Superintendent Peter Burrows and UD#3 Board Chair, Peter Conlon. Principal
William Lawson congratulated all the students, addressing the recipients, their
families, and the nominating teachers before presenting the award certificates.

The students recognized were as follows: Dakoda Miller was recognized by
Devan Walsh and Larry O’Connor for the Alternative Education Program,
Bastiaan Phair was recognized by Torey Olson for Earth & Physical Science,
Daniel Wisell was recognized by Kerianne Severy for math, James Whitley was
recognized by Cindy Atkins for Chemistry 2, Ella Nagy-Benson was recognized
by Tim O’Leary and Karen Greene for English, Brynna Riche was recognized by
Jeff Clark for World History, Benn Lussier was recognized by Catharine Stoddert
for English. Unable to attend were Mackenzie Altman (recognized by Perry
Lessing for math) and Allison Raymond (recognized by Lea Gipson for World
History).

Vermont All State Music Festival
88th Annual
Vermont All State Music Festival

May 6-9, 2015
All State Parade - Downtown Middlebury, over two dozen MS and HS Bands!
Wednesday May 6th 6:00 p.m.
All State Scholarship Concert - Middlebury Congregational Church, free concert!
Thursday, May 7th 8:00 p.m.
All State Jazz Ensemble Concertth- MUHS, tickets at the door
Friday, May 8 7:30 p.m.
All State Orchestra/Chorus/Band Concert - Memorial Sports Center
Saturday, May 9th 2:00 p.m.
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Guidance Department
Senior Reminder
1. If you have applied to colleges and have received admission decisions, please update your Naviance
account. We really want to know what your plans are after you graduate from high school. Feel free to stop in
and see your school counselor-give an update and we can help you get the information into Naviance!
2. If you are planning to begin work, go in to a branch of the military or take a gap year, please make sure
you let your school counselor know this information.
3. All seniors should have received the MUHS Local Scholarship Common Application in advisories on
Wednesday, April 1st. If you have not received your application, check with your advisor. This application is
due to the Guidance Department on May 1st. The greater Middlebury community provides seniors with
numerous scholarships and awards. In order to be eligible for them, you must submit this application!
4. Keep an eye on the MUHS Announcements, as well as the Scholarship Bulletin Board outside the
Guidance Office. We are receiving new scholarship opportunities daily!
5. If you need help with any of the items above or you aren’t sure what your plans are for after
graduation….please make an appointment with your school counselor. We want to help!

10th Grade Career Day 2015
On Tuesday, May 12th, sophomores will participate in a half-day workshop to learn more about
careers (8:30am-11:30am). We will be bringing in guest speakers to facilitate workshops on a
variety of career fields. The event will kick off in the auditorium with Colin Ryan
(www.colinryanspeaks.com), comedian and financial literacy/motivational speaker. Following
the presentation, students will participate in two interactive workshops of their choice. Listed
below are the workshops. The event will end with a panel discussion in the auditorium.
 Art, Theater, Performing Arts
 Athletic Training, Sports Medicine, Physical Therapy
 Engineering
 Agriculture, Small Business
 Law, Legal Professions
 Forestry, Wildlife Management, Game Warden
 Veterinarian, Animal Health, Biology
 Healthcare, Health Administration, Medicine
 Building Trades and Construction
 Automobile Industry, Small Business
 Culinary, Small Business
 Education
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Guidance Department Continued
Flexible Pathways
There are many options for MUHS students to take courses beyond those offered at our high
school. Listed below are a few of those options:
Middlebury College Courses:
Each semester, Middlebury College offers the opportunity for eligible seniors to enroll in a class
there. Additional information about this program is available in the Guidance Office. Students
planning on taking a fall course should meet with their counselor to discuss course options as
well as pick up an application. Completed applications are due back in the Guidance Office by
May 29th.
Dual Enrollment:
The Vermont Dual Enrollment Program offered through Middlebury Union High School allows
junior and senior students to earn college credit while enrolled in high school. Students
participating in this program may take up to two tuition-free courses over the course of their last
two years of high school. The University of Vermont, C.C.V., Castleton State College, Johnson
State College, and Burlington College are among the list of participating colleges. There are
many courses available during the summer as well as fall and spring semesters. Sophomores are
eligible during the summer preceding their junior year. For more information regarding Dual
Enrollment, contact the Guidance Office.
Virtual High School:
Virtual High School offers the opportunity for students to enroll in over 400 different online
classes. This is an excellent option for students who are interested in a course that may not be
offered at MUHS or may need a solution to a scheduling conflict for a specific course. Students
interested in taking an online class should see their school counselor for an application.
Information is also available at: www.govhs.org/ .
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English Department
Two of Ms. Sander’s 9th grade students were featured in the April 9th edition of the
Addison Independent. Their creative writing pieces were selected from other
students from Vermont to be featured in the Young Writer's Project in the Addison
Independent. Colin Grier wrote a short piece entitled The Human Condition and Ezra
Marks submitted a short piece entitled Drive Safe.

As founding members of the Vermont Bread Loaf Teacher Network, MUHS English teachers Kate
Carroll and Tim O’Leary have been part of a small team that conceived, constructed and lead a
cohort of high school students from across the state to study, research, and create meaning-making
multimedia projects and writing pieces under this year’s umbrella topic Vermont Family Farm. For
next year’s effort called What’s the Story? The Vermont Young People Social Action Team, students
will identify topics important to them. Applications are being accepted on a rolling basis and more
information can be found at www.whatsthestoryvt.com.
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English Department Continued

English Teacher, Tim O'Leary travelled to Gallup, New Mexico and the Navajo
Reservation in late April to conduct a two-day digital storytelling workshop with
20 high school students from 4 area high schools. Tim is volunteering his time
and expertise. Travel expenses are being shared by the Write to Change
Foundation out of Clemson University and the Vermont Bread Loaf Teacher
Network out of Middlebury College.

Several AP English students and some ninth grade students have published
civic-minded video documentaries. Students have entered their pieces into two
state-wide video contests, and some are already hearing that they've been named
finalists as one of the contest's review-process has gotten underway.

The videos can all be found at www.tinyurl.com/civicmindedstudents
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Science Department
In Chemistry 2, the class investigated gas laws with two different labs. In one lab, students
predicted the volume of hydrogen gas to be collected knowing the beginning mass of solid
magnesium. In their second lab students found the molar mass of butane by collecting it over
water and using the gas laws. Students’ studies continue with solutions where they most
recently observed the effect on the freezing point when different salts are added to water. See
the pictures of the investigations below.
The students in Physics with Calculus wrapped up momentum- and collisions-building
structures designed to safely protect eggs being catapulted into a wall. It was egg-stremely eggciting!
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Science Department Continued
The Foundations Science Academy spent the past week designing board games based upon
the theme "Journey to the Center of the Earth." After a fact analysis of the film The Core, the
class worked on designing factually-based games about the Earth’s interior that were then
played and peer reviewed. It was fun to watch students explain and present their games!

Looking Forward: Science NECAP testing on May 12th & 13th for Grade 11
students. The school and community appreciate all the students’ honest efforts so
that we can all better understand how our education system is performing relative
to these tasks.
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World Language Department
During the April break, 15 MUHS students from advanced Latin and French classes embarked on
a 10-day voyage to France and Italy. For the first time, the Latin and French classes were
combined in a larger trip with the opportunity to see more of Europe.
The adventure began in Paris,
where students cruised the
Seine in the famous “Bateaux
Mouches,” climbed to the top
of the Eiffel Tower, viewed
iconic and ancient works of art
in the Louvre, strolled the
Champs Elysees, visited Notre
Dame cathedral, and enjoyed
delicious French food! Next, we
were off to Provence in
southern France, with stops in
Avignon, Arles, and Nice. We
savored the beautiful French
countryside which served as the
inspiration for so many French
artists. We also visited the
medieval “Palais de Papes,” the
ancient Roman aqueduct Pont
du Gard, and the arena in Arles.
Students had the chance to
shop classically French open-air
markets and stroll along the Mediterranean Sea under the glistening sun. We didn’t miss the
Vermont snow showers!
From Nice, we boarded a bus to Florence, Italy.

Here, we were enchanted by the beautiful
“Duomo” cathedral, the famous Uffizi
museum containing classic works by Botticelli,
da Vinci, Raphael, Michelangelo and more.
We walked to the Ponte Vecchio, shopped the
famous leather markets and even saw the
final resting place of Galileo and
Michelangelo! At least one gelato a day was
mandatory. Our journey ended in the eternal
city of Rome. Upon arrival, we took the
Roman subway to Vatican City, where we
discovered many beautiful works of art
collected through the centuries.
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World Language Department Continued
After spending some time gazing upward at Michelangelo's frescoes in the Sistine Chapel, we
wandered through the enormity of St. Peter's Basilica (spotting a few deceased popes) and into
St. Peter's Square. Our final day in Rome (and Europe!) began at a market with fresh fruit,
cheese, hats, spices, and dried pasta. We proceeded on a walking tour that featured the Piazza
Navona, the Pantheon, St. Matthew's church, the site of the ancient Pompey's Porch (where
Caesar was killed), and the Trevi Fountain. That afternoon, we visited the Colosseum, the site of
so many deaths, and continued to the Roman Forum, where much of Roman history happened,
from Romulus to Contantine. Before heading to the airport the next morning, we tasted a
different sort of Italian culture when we visited a grocery store.
Our adventure was magnificent as we were immersed in French and Italian culture from the
north to the south. Students practiced their French and Latin, and a few began learning Italian
for the occasion. Each night, we ate incredible food, which was matched by the beautiful
scenery. Students frequently had the opportunity to explore, and they took great advantage of
it, finding new restaurants, purchasing unique souvenirs, and becoming familiar with cities so
far from their own. Thank you to all parents who entrusted your children to us: they were
wonderful! We kept a blog of our travels, which can be found at muhstrip.blogspot.com.
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Senior Ski Day

On March 25th, 85 students
participated in Senior Ski day. The
weather was outstanding, 40 degrees
and sunny with snow blanketing the
entire mountain. Over 30 students
took snowboarding and ski lessons for
the first time.
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SUCCESS SATURDAY
Save the Dates - Success Saturday
Success Saturday for fourth quarter is coming soon! The Learning Lab
will be open for tutoring from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on the following
Saturdays: May 16 and May 30. These dates were selected to
correspond with the dates nearest interim grade reports and the end
of each quarter. Students must sign up in advance in the Learning Lab.
Snacks are provided. Success Saturday is a great way to stay caught
up or to get caught up, to study for a test, or to work on a paper.
The Learning Lab provides tutoring in a positive and supportive
environment. Tutoring is available to all MUHS students for all
subjects and classes. Tutoring is provided by two licensed teachers,
peer tutors, Middlebury College students and community volunteers.
The Learning Lab is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is located in room
H-103. Please call Ben Krahn or Tammi Beattie at 382 – 1165 if you
have any questions.
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End-Of-Year Calendar

May/June 2015
Sun

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10

11

12

13
*National
Honor Society
Induction –
7:00pm

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
*No School

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2
*PHCC Celebration
of Success – VUHS
7:00pm

3

4
*Cap & Gown
Distribution-Block 3

5

6

7

8
*Grade 12 Final
Exams

9
Grade 12 Final
Exams

11
*Senior Class Picture
8:30am-Football
Field

Block 1-9-11am
Block 3-12:302:30pm

Block 2-9:-11am
Block 4-12:302:30pm

10
*Graduation
Rehearsal
9am Memorial
Sports Center

12
*Final Assembly9:30am
Memorial Sports
Center

13
*Graduation10am
Memorial Sports
Center

*Shortened Classes
Grades 9-11

*Project
Graduation
begins at 5:45pm

19
*Last day for
teachers

20

*Grade 12 Raft
Race/Picnic

*Graduation
Rehearsal
9am Memorial Sports
Center
*Grade 12 Raft Race/
Picnic Rain Date

14

15
*Last day of classes
*Locker Clean Out

16
*Grade 9-11 Exams
Block 1-8:30-11am
Block 3-12:152:45pm

17
*Grade 9-11
Exams

18
*Make-up Exams
8:30-11am

Block 2-8:3011am
Block 4-12:152:45pm
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Catch us on the Web: http://muhs-school.org/
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