
 
 

World Languages Essential Learning Outcomes and Learning Targets 
Addison Central School District  June 2016  

 
 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

1.  I can communicate effectively in more than one language in order to function in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes. 

2. I can demonstrate an understanding of other cultures by reflecting on the practices, products, and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

3. I can understand the nature and structure of language through comparisons of the language studied and my own. 

4.  I can understand how language and cultural knowledge connect with other disciplines. 

5.   I can use language and cultural knowledge to participate in a globalized society. 

6.  I can acquire information and recognize the distinctive perspectives that are only available through the language and its cultures. 
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What are the Addison Central School District Essential Learning Outcomes and Learning Targets? 

 
The ACSD Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) are a cohesive set of PK-12 content area proficiencies that describe what students will know, understand, and be able to do by the time they graduate across ten content areas.  Learning targets describe 
what it means to meet the ELOs within a course of study.  The ELOs were developed and vetted during the 2015-2106 school year, and are aligned with state and national standards. 
 
How do we read the document? 
 

Each ELO appears in its own table. This is 
the ACSD “big picture” outcome. 

ELO 1.  I can communicate effectively in more than one language in order to function in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes. 

Learning targets define proficiency for 
each course of study. 

Learning Targets 

Looking across the grades and courses 
shows students’ progression toward the 
ELO. 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

Each learning target is identified by a 
lowercase letter and color-coded to show 
how specific skills and concepts build on 
each other.  

a. I can communicate on very 
familiar topics using a variety 
of words and phrases that I 
have practiced and 
memorized. 

 
b. I can present information 

about myself and some other 
very familiar topics using a 
variety of words, phrases and 
memorized expressions. 

a. I can communicate and exchange 
information about familiar topics 
using simple phrases, sometimes 
supported by memorized 
language.  

 
b. I can present basic information on 

familiar topics using language I 
have practiced using phrases and 
simple sentences. 

a. I can participate in 
conversations on a number of 
familiar topics using simple 
sentences.  

 
b. I can present information on 

most familiar topics using a 
series of simple sentences. 

 

a. I can participate in conversations 
on familiar topics using a series 
of sentences. 

 
 
b. I can make presentations on a 

wide variety of familiar topics 
using connected sentences. I can 
make presentations on some 
events and experiences in 
various time frames. 

a. I can participate with ease and 
confidence in conversations on 
familiar topics.   

 
 
b. I can make presentations in a 

generally organized way on school, 
work, and community topics, and on 
topics I have researched.  I can make 
presentations on some events and 
experiences in various time frames.  

a. I can participate with ease and 
confidence in conversations on 
familiar topics.  

 
 
b. I can deliver organized 

presentations appropriate to my 
audience on a variety of topics.  I 
can present information about 
events and experiences in 
various time frames. 

 

How do we use the ELOs and Learning Targets? 
 
The ELOs and learning targets provide a guide for instruction and assessment for every ACSD teacher and learner.  The articulated targets enable teachers to assess students who are above or below grade level using a common ACSD language 
and create opportunities for students to reflect on their own progress as they move toward proficiency.  Used across content areas, the ELOs support interdisciplinary learning and enable connections among concepts, skills, and understandings. 
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ELO 1.  I can communicate effectively in more than one language in order to function in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I can communicate on 
very familiar topics 
using a variety of words 
and phrases that I have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

b. I can present 
information about 
myself and some other 
very familiar topics 
using a variety of 
words, phrases and 
memorized 
expressions. 

c. I can write lists and 
memorized phrases on 
familiar topics. 

d. I can recognize some 
letters or characters.  

e. I can recognize some 
familiar words and 
phrases when I hear 
them spoken. 

f. I can understand some 
learned or memorized 
words or phrases when 
I read. 

a. I can communicate and exchange 
information about familiar topics 
using simple phrases, sometimes 
supported by memorized 
language.  

 
b. I can present basic information on 

familiar topics using language I 
have practiced using phrases and 
simple sentences. 

c. I can write briefly about most 
familiar topics and present 
information using a series of 
simple sentences. 

d. I can sometimes understand 
words, phrases, and simple 
sentences related to everyday life. 

e. I can recognize pieces of 
information and sometimes the 
main topic of what is being said. 

f. I can understand familiar words, 
phrases and sentences within 
short and simple texts related to 
everyday life.  

g. I can sometimes understand the 
main idea of what I have read.  

h. I can usually handle short social 
interactions in everyday situations 
by asking and answering simple 
questions. 

a. I can participate in conversations 
on a number of familiar topics 
using simple sentences.  

 
 

b. I can present information on most 
familiar topics using a series of 
simple sentences. 

 
 

c. I can write on a wide  variety of 
familiar topics using connected 
sentences. 

 
d. I can often understand the main 

idea in short, simple messages and 
presentations on familiar topics.  

e. I can sometimes understand the 
main idea of simple conversations 
that I overhear. 

g. I can understand the main idea of 
short and simple texts when the 
topic is familiar. 

h. I can handle short social 
interactions in everyday situations 
by asking and answering simple 
questions. 

a. I can participate in conversations on familiar topics 
using a series of sentences. 

 
 
 
b. I can make presentations on a wide variety of 

familiar topics using connected sentences. I can 
make presentations on some events and 
experiences in various time frames.  

 
c. I can write on topics related to school, work, and 

community topics, and on topics I have researched.  
 
 
d. I can understand the main idea in messages and 

presentations on a variety of topics related to 
everyday life and personal interests and studies.  

 
e. I can understand the main idea in conversations that 

I overhear.  
 
g. I can easily understand the main idea of text related 

to everyday life, personal interests, and studies.  
h.  I can handle short social interactions in everyday 

situations by asking and answering a variety of 
questions.  

i. I can sometimes follow stories and descriptions 
about events and experiences in various time 
frames. 

j. I can usually say what I want to say about my 
everyday life. 

 

a. I can participate with ease and confidence in 
conversations on familiar topics.   

 
 
b. I can make presentations in a generally 

organized way on school, work, and 
community topics, and on topics I have 
researched.  I can make presentations on 
some events and experiences in various time 
frames.  

c. I can write on general interest, and 
professional topics.  I can write organized 
paragraphs about events and experiences in 
various time frames. 

d. I can easily understand the main idea in 
messages and presentations on a variety of 
topics related to everyday life and personal 
interests and studies.  

e.  I can usually understand a few details of 
what I overhear in conversations, even when 
something unexpected is expressed.  

 
 
h. I can handle social interactions in everyday 

situations, sometimes even when there is an 
unexpected complication. 

i. I can sometimes follow what I hear about 
events and experiences in various time 
frames. 

j. I can usually talk about events and 
experiences in various time frames. 

k. I can usually describe people, places, and 
things. 

a. I can participate with ease and confidence in 
conversations on familiar topics.  

 
 
b. I can deliver organized presentations 

appropriate to my audience on a variety of 
topics.  I can present information about events 
and experiences in various time frames. 

 
 
c. I can write on general interest, academic, and 

professional topics.  I can write organized 
paragraphs about events and experiences in 
various time frames. 

d. I can easily understand the main idea in 
messages and presentations on a variety of 
topics related to everyday life and personal 
interests and studies.  

e.  I can usually understand a few details of what I 
overhear in conversations, even when 
something unexpected is expressed.  

 
 
 
h. I can handle social interactions in everyday 

situations, sometimes even when there is an 
unexpected complication. 

i. I can sometimes follow what I hear about 
events and experiences in various time frames. 

j. I can usually talk about events and experiences 
in various time frames.  

k. I can usually describe people, places, and 
things. 
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ELO 2. I can demonstrate an understanding of other cultures by reflecting on the practices, products, and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I can identify some 
products, practices, and 
perspectives of cultures. 

 
b. I can compare familiar 

cultural beliefs and values. 
 

a. I can identify  and describe some 
products, practices, and 
perspectives of cultures. 

 
b. I can compare familiar cultural 

beliefs and values. 
 

a. I can identify common patterns 
in the products and perspectives 
of a culture. 

 
b. I can compare familiar cultural 

beliefs and values. 

a. I can explain some diversity of the 
products, practices and perspectives in 
other cultures and my own. 

 
b. I can compare familiar cultural beliefs and 

values. 

a. I can explain how people's products and 
practices reflect their cultural beliefs 
(perspectives). 

 
b. I can compare  cultural beliefs and 

values different from my own. 

a. I can explain how people's products 
and practices reflect their cultural 
beliefs (perspectives), including in 
different historical contexts. 

b. I can compare cultural beliefs and 
values different from my own. 

 
 

ELO 3. I can understand the nature and structure of language through comparisons of the language studied and my own. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I can make comparisons 
between my own language 
and the language studied.  

 
b. I can sometimes identify 

cognates. 
 

a. I can sometimes explain the 
nature of language by comparing 
structure and pronunciation to 
that of my own language. 

b. I can often identify cognates. 
c. I can understand and use some 

idiomatic expressions. 
 

a. I can often explain the nature of 
language by comparing structure 
and pronunciation to that of my 
own language. 

b. I can often identify cognates. 
c. I can understand and use some 

idiomatic expressions. 
 

a. I can often explain the nature of language 
by comparing structure and pronunciation 
to that of my own language. 

b. I can often identify cognates. 
c. I can often understand and use many 

idiomatic expressions. 

a. I can  explain the nature of language by 
comparing structure and pronunciation 
to that of my own language. 

b. I can identify cognates. 
c. I can  understand and use many 

idiomatic expressions. 

a. I can  explain the nature of language 
by comparing structure and 
pronunciation to that of my own 
language. 

b. I can identify cognates. 
c. I can  understand and use many 

idiomatic expressions. 
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ELO 4.  I can understand how language and cultural knowledge connect with other disciplines. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other 
disciplines while using the 
language.  

a. I reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other disciplines 
while using the language.  

a. I build, reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other disciplines 
while using the language.  

a. I build, reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other disciplines while using 
the language to  develop critical thinking 
and to solve problems creatively.  

 
 

a. I build, reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other disciplines while 
using the language to  develop critical 
thinking and to solve problems 
creatively.  

a. I build, reinforce and expand my 
knowledge of other disciplines while 
using the language to  develop critical 
thinking and to solve problems 
creatively.  

b. I can apply language and culture 
knowledge in other disciplines. 
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ELO 5.  I can use language and cultural knowledge to participate in a globalized society. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I can use the language both 
within and beyond the 
classroom to interact and 
collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

b. I can use memorized language 
and very basic cultural 
knowledge to interact with 
others. 

a. I can use the language both 
within and beyond the 
classroom to interact and 
collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

b. I can use memorized language 
and very basic cultural 
knowledge to interact with 
others. 

a. I can  use the language both within 
and beyond the classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

 
b. I can function at a survival level in 

authentic/simulated cultural 
contexts. 

a. I can use the language both within 
and beyond the classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

 
b. I can interact at a functional level in 

familiar cultural contexts. 

a. I can use the language both within 
and beyond the classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

 
b. I can interact at a functional level in a 

variety of cultural contexts. 
 

a. I can use the language both within 
and beyond the classroom to 
interact and collaborate in their 
community and the globalized 
world. 

 
b. I can interact in a variety of cultural 

contexts. 
 
 

 
 

ELO 6.  I can acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the  language and its cultures. 

Learning Targets 

Elementary Middle/High School High School High School 

World Language World Language 1 World Language 2 World Language 3 World Language 4 World Language AP 

a. I can access and identify 
cultural viewpoints through 
authentic sources.  

 
 

a. I can access and identify cultural 
viewpoints through authentic 
sources.  

 
 

a. I can access and identify cultural 
viewpoints through authentic 
sources.  

 
 

a. I can identify and interpret cultural 
viewpoints through authentic sources.  

 

a. I can identify, interpret and begin to 
analyze cultural viewpoints through 
authentic sources on various topics.  

 

a. I can interpret and analyze  cultural 
viewpoints through authentic sources 
on a wide variety of topics. 
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World Languages Appendix 
Resources: 
What are the resources - aligned to standards - that could best inform the most essential learnings for ACSU students in your discipline?  For example: 

● ACTFL National Standards for Foreign Language Education; World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
● ACTFL Can Do statements 
● Vermont State Standards/Grade Expectations 
● Vermont Proficiency-Based Graduation Requirements- see Global Citizenship 
● International Baccalaureate:  Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years (MYP) 
● Common European Framework of Reference 
● Lingua Folio National Council of State Supervisors for Languages- Intercultural Self-Assessment  Statements by Proficiency (06-19-14)  
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http://www.actfl.org/node/192
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf
http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements_2015.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/publications/framework-of-standards
http://education.vermont.gov/pbgr/sample-pbgr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6sCIxouNEk4Zmd5dkJCQjBhUlk
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Pt6uFBpoVpYqMMp6wnypk1Ra7-qj9cdr8HCz1GcCag/edit#

