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Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) 

1.   I can apply the skills and language of specific visual arts and demonstrate the ability to create in the visual arts.  

2.  I can demonstrate the ability to present in the visual arts.  

3.  I can understand and evaluate how the specific visual arts convey meaning. 

4.  I can connect artistic ideas and works of art with personal and external meaning. 

5.  I can demonstrate personal growth in the visual arts.  

 

  

February 2017 Page 1 



 
 

 

What are the Addison Central School District Essential Learning Outcomes  and Learning Targets ? 

The ACSD Essential Learning Outcomes  (ELOs) are a cohesive set of PK-12 content area proficiencies that describe what students will know, 
understand, and be able to do by the time they graduate across ten content areas.  Learning targets  describe what it means to meet the ELOs within a 
content area at each grade span.  The ELOs were developed and vetted during the 2015-2106 school year, and are aligned with state and national 
standards. 
 
How do we read the document? 

 

Each ELO appears in its own table. This 
is the ACSD “big picture” outcome. 

ELO 1.  I can apply  the skills and language of specific visual arts and demonstrate the ability to create in the visual arts. 

Learning targets define proficiency at 
each grade span. 

Learning Targets 

Looking across the grades shows 
students’ progression toward the ELO. 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

Each learning target is identified by a 
lowercase letter and color-coded to 
show how specific skills and concepts 
build on each other.  

a. I can engage 
in  a variety 
of visual arts 
experiences. 

a. I can use 
materials to 
convey 
feeling, idea 
or thought. 

a. I can elaborate 
visual 
information by 
adding details in 
an artwork to 
enhance 
emerging 
meaning. 

a. I can reflect on 
whether 
personal 
artwork 
conveys the 
intended 
meaning and 
revise 
accordingly. 

a. I can apply visual 
organizational 
strategies and 
multiple 
mediums  to 
create artwork 
that clearly 
communicates 
ideas. 

a. I can use 
multiple 
approaches to 
begin creative 
endeavors. 

 

How do we use the ELOs and Learning Targets? 
 
The ELOs and learning targets provide a guide for instruction and assessment for every ACSD teacher and learner.  The articulated targets enable teachers to assess 
students who are above or below grade level using a common ACSD language and create opportunities for students to reflect on their own progress as they move 
toward proficiency.  Used across content areas, the ELOs support interdisciplinary learning and enable connections among concepts, skills, and understandings. 
  

February 2017 Page 2 



 
 

 

ELO 1.  I can apply the skills and language of specific visual arts and demonstrate the ability to create in the visual arts. 

Learning Targets 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can engage 
in  a variety 
of visual arts 
experiences. 

 
b. I can use a 

variety of art 
making tools, 
share them 
with others, 
and use them 
safely. 

c. I can explain 
the process 
of making art 
while 
creating. 

a. I can use 
materials to 
convey feeling, 
idea or 
thought. 

 
b. I can take 

responsibility 
for care of 
tools and 
materials. 

 
 
c. I can create 

artwork in 
response to a 
range of 
stimuli. 

d. I can 
experience 3-D 
medium. 

e. I can use 
affirming 
statements to 
describe and 
reflect on 
choices made 
in artwork. 

a. I can elaborate 
visual information 
by adding details in 
an artwork to 
enhance emerging 
meaning. 

b. I can take 
responsibility for my 
own and others’ 
safety in the working 
environment. 

 
c. I can brainstorm 

multiple approaches 
to creative art or 
design problem. 

d. I can demonstrate 
and process ideas in 
2 & 3-D work. 

 
 
 
f. I can explore art 

making techniques 
and approaches that 
express my personal 
voice. 

a. I can reflect on whether 
personal artwork 
conveys the intended 
meaning and revise 
accordingly. 

 
b. I can be responsible for 

the care of all 
materials. 

 
 
 
 
c. I can understand and 

purposely apply the 
concepts of design in 
my artwork. 

 
d. I can identify and 

describe different 
media. 

 
 
 
f. I can develop skills in 

multiple art making 
techniques and 
approaches through 
practice. 

g. I can recognize when 
an original idea has 
value and pursue it. 

a. I can apply visual organizational 
strategies and multiple mediums 
to create artwork that clearly 
communicates ideas. 

 
b. I can create work that shows 

careful use of materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. I can understand and purposely 

apply the concepts  of design to 
create meaning in my work of 
art.  

 
 
 
 
e. I can make effective artistic 

choices in response to 
assignments. 

f. I can develop craftsmanship and 
confidence with content specific 
materials. 

 
g. I can apply relevant criteria to 

examine, reflect on, plan, and 
execute revisions for a work of 
art or design. 

a. I can use multiple approaches 
to begin creative endeavors. 

 
 
 
b. I can demonstrate awareness 

of how materials may impact 
human health and the 
environment and demonstrate 
safe handling of materials, 
tools, and equipment.  

 
c. I can apply  elements of art 

along with the principles of 
design to an artwork to 
achieve an intended outcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
f. I can produce artistic works 

that demonstrate an 
understanding of technique, 
process, tools, and materials 
in a variety of media.  

g. I can apply criteria from 
multiple sources to refine and 
complete my work. 
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ELO 2.  I can demonstrate the ability to present in the visual arts. 

Learning Targets 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can identify 
reasons for 
saving and 
displaying 
objects and 
artwork. 

b. I understand 
that artwork 
can have 
meaning. 

a. I can 
understand that 
artwork is 
displayed for an 
audience.  

 
 
b. I can categorize 

artwork based 
on themes. 

c. I can make 
statements of 
observation 
such as, “I 
noticed… I 
saw…” 

a. I can understand the 
importance of preparing 
works of art for 
exhibition space and 
displaying art work. 

 
 

b. I can suggest changes 
in artwork. 

 
 
c. I can understand the 

purpose of an exhibition 
and the personal 
experiences it provides. 

a. I can understand that 
artwork is displayed in 
a way that visually 
communicates with 
the viewer. 

 
 
b. I can prepare my 

artwork for 
presentation. 

 
c. I can demonstrate an 

understanding of how 
an exhibition presents 
ideas and provides 
information on 
specific ideas or topic. 

a. I can understand and use 
technology to preserve 
and exhibit artwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. I can prepare and present 

theme-based artwork for 
exhibition and formulate 
exhibition narratives for 
the viewer. 

 
d. I can analyze why and how 

an exhibition may 
influence  ideas, beliefs, 
and experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
e. I can develop and apply 

criteria for evaluating a 
collection of artwork for 
presentation. 

 

a. I can choose appropriate content 
for artwork that is to be displayed 
for a specified audience and/or 
theme.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d. I can analyze and evaluate the 

reasons and ways an exhibition is 
presented and describe the impact 
that an exhibition or collection has 
on personal awareness of social, 
cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.  

 
e. I can select, analyze, and critique 

personal artwork for a collection 
or portfolio presentation, including 
articulated statements of purpose 
and intent.  

February 2017 Page 4 



 
 

 

ELO 3.  I can understand and evaluate how the specific visual arts convey meaning. 

Learning Targets 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can identify 
the 
components 
of an artwork. 

 
b. I can identify 

and describe 
subject 
matter in a 
work of art. 

 
 
 
c. I can explain 

reasons for 
selecting a 
preferred 
artwork. 

a. I can show 
curiosity and ask 
questions about 
works of art. 

 
 
b. I can interpret art 

by identifying the 
mood suggested 
by a work of art 
and describe 
relevant subject 
matter. 

 
c. I can sort artwork 

based on 
different reasons 
for preferences. 

a. I can describe 
similarities and 
differences in 
works of art. 

 
 

b. I can determine 
the message 
communicated by 
an image and 
describe relevant 
subject matter. 

 
 
c. I can apply one 

set of criteria to 
evaluate more 
than one work of 
art. 

a. I can interpret art by 
identifying specific 
evidence of contextual 
relevance and can 
compare and contrast 
works of art. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. I can evaluate my own 

artwork and suggest 
changes to be made. 

 
d. I can demonstrate and 

understand how visual 
art contributes to 
culture. 

 

a. I can find and use specific 
evidence to create an artistic 
response that reflects or 
impacts the world around us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. I can critique my and others’ 

artwork using discipline 
specific vocabulary. 

 
d. I can explain how a person’s 

aesthetic choices are 
influenced by culture and 
environment, and impact the 
visual image one conveys to 
others. 

 
e. I can construct meaning and 

transfer learning to new 
settings. 

a. I can use discipline specific 
vocabulary to identify artistic 
choices, methods, techniques 
and ideas.  

 
 

b. I can interpret a work of art to 
derive a basic meaning and 
purpose using inference, 
metaphor, empathy and 
imagination.  

 
 
 
c. I can apply criteria to evaluate the 

effectiveness of an image or 
images to influence ideas, 
feelings, and behaviors of 
specific audiences. 
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ELO 4.  I can connect artistic ideas and works of art with personal and external meaning. 

Learning Targets 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can create 
art that tells 
a story 
about a life 
experience. 

 
b. I can 

recognize 
that people 
make art. 

a. I can make a work 
of art that 
demonstrates how 
I am attuned to my 
surroundings. 

 
b. I can understand 

that people from 
different places 
make art for a 
variety of reasons. 

a. I can develop a work of 
art based upon 
observation of my 
surroundings. 

 
 
b. I can, through 

observation, infer 
information about time, 
place and culture in 
which a work of art was 
created. 

a. I can generate ideas 
reflecting current interests 
or concerns that could be 
investigated in art making. 

 
 

b. I can identify how art is 
used to inform beliefs or 
behaviors of an individual 
or society.  

a. I can make art 
individually or 
collaboratively to reflect 
on and reinforce aspects 
of group identity. 

 
b. I can demonstrate my 

understanding of how 
culture influences art 
that is made at the time 
and connects to other 
disciplines. 

a. I can relate  aspects of 
personal identity and 
experiences to create 
artwork. 

 
 
b. I can utilize inquiry methods 

of observation, research, 
and experimentation to 
explore unfamiliar subjects 
through art making.  
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ELO 5.  I can demonstrate personal growth in the visual arts.  

Learning Targets 

 Pre K - K 1st-2nd  3rd-4th  5th-6th  7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can select tools 
and materials for 
specific 
purposes.  

 
b. I can add to my 

artwork. 
 
 
 
 
c. I can talk about 

my artwork. 

a. I can participate with 
a group willingly, 
appropriately and 
safely. 

 
b. I can accept 

suggestions and 
make changes to my 
artwork. 

 
 

c. I can talk about my 
artwork and explain 
my ideas and 
concepts to others. 

a. I can generate a 
variety of 
strategies to 
address 
challenges. 

b. I can listen to 
thoughts  from my 
teacher and peers 
about my ideas. 

 
 

c. I can make 
effective use of 
class time to 
create a work of 
art that conveys 
meaning. 

a. I can set and 
adjust goals for 
myself. 

 
 

b. I can process 
feedback from 
peers and have 
conversations 
about my artwork. 

c. I understand that 
growth requires 
taking risks with 
ideas. 

a. I can use materials appropriately 
and show willingness to 
experiment with media. 

 
b. I can show a the willingness to 

accept constructive feedback 
about my artwork.  

 
 
 
c. I can show personal growth 

through purposeful practice and 
experimentation of new 
approaches with guidance. 

 
d. I can show perseverance 

through the problem solving 
process and the courage to try 
new ideas and techniques. 

a. I can experiment, plan, and 
make multiple works of art and 
design that explore a 
meaningful theme, idea, or 
concept.  

b. I can use teacher and peer 
feedback to refine and 
complete my artwork.  

 
 
 
c. I can show personal growth 

through practice, perseverance 
and by trying new approaches.  
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Resources: 

● National Core Art Standards 
● Vermont Grade Expectations for Visual Arts(2004)  
● ACSU Arts Curriculum Guidelines K-12 
● Vermont Early Learning Standards 
● Vermont Proficiency-Based Graduation Requirements 
● ACSU Work (“I can” statements; curriculum maps; common assessments/rubrics; unit/course descriptions and assessments, etc.) 
● WWSU Visual Arts Proficiency Rubric 
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http://nationalartsstandards.org/
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/visual_art.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/early-learning-standards
http://education.vermont.gov/pbgr/sample-pbgr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B4gQhPWBU6B4SE41RzFJNEZVOWc

