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Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) 

1. I can show my growing understanding of written and spoken words. 

2. I can read correctly and fluently to understand what I read. 

 
*English Language Arts/Literacy Essential Learning Outcomes and Learning Targets are located in a separate document. 

 
What are the Addison Central School District Essential Learning Outcomes  and Learning Targets ? 
The ACSD Essential Learning Outcomes  (ELOs) are a cohesive set of PK-12 content area proficiencies that describe what students will know, understand, and 
be able to do by the time they graduate across ten content areas, including English Language Arts/Literacy. Learning targets  describe what it means to meet 
the ELOs within the content area at each grade level/span.  The ELOs were developed and vetted during the 2015-2106 school year, and are aligned with state 
and national standards. 
 
How do we read the document? 

Each ELO appears on its own page. This 
is the ACSD “big picture” outcome. 

ELO 2. I can read correctly and fluently to understand what I read. 

Learning targets define proficiency at 
each grade level/span. 

Learning Targets 

Looking across the grades shows 
students’ progression toward the ELO. 

PreK Kindergarten 1st 2nd-3rd 4th-5th 

Each learning target is identified by a 
lowercase letter and color-coded to 
show how specific skills and concepts 
build on each other.  

a. I can tell which 
sounds match 
with each letter 
of the alphabet. 

a. I can give the 
sound that each 
consonant 
makes. 

a. I can give the 
spellings and sounds 
for combinations of 
two consonants. 

a. I can show that I know 
the sounds vowel 
teams make, and I can 
spell sounds using 
vowel teams. 

a. I can use what I know about 
letters and sounds, 
syllables, and parts of 
words to read new words 
correctly. 

 
How do we use the ELOs and Learning Targets? 
The ELOs and learning targets provide a guide for instruction and assessment for every ACSD teacher and learner.  The articulated targets enable teachers to 
assess students who are above or below grade level using a common ACSD language and create opportunities for students to reflect on their own progress as 
they move toward proficiency.  Used across content areas, the ELOs support interdisciplinary learning and enable connections among concepts, skills, and 
understandings. 
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ELO 1. I can show my growing understanding of written and spoken words. 

Learning Targets 

PreK Kindergarten 1st 

a. I can show where to start reading and how to 
move across and down a page. 

 
 
 
 
c. I can show that I know how written words 

and spoken words relate. 
 
d. I can tell if two words rhyme. 
 

e. I can show how to hold and use a book. 
 
f. I can break a word that I hear and say into 

syllables when someone helps me. 
 

g. I can break apart one-syllable words that I 
hear and say into the beginning sound 
(onset) and ending sounds (rime) when 
someone helps me. 

a. I can understand that words are separated in print and follow 
words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.  

 
b. I can recognize and name all uppercase and lowercase letters 

of the alphabet. 
 

c. I can recognize that the words I say and hear are written with 
specific letters in a certain order. 

 
d. I can recognize and make rhyming words. 
 
 
 
f. I can understand and say syllables in spoken words. 
 
 

g. I can break apart and say the sounds in simple, one-syllable 
words. 

 
 
h. I can add or substitute sounds in simple words to make new 

words. 

a. I can recognize what sets a sentence apart 
in text.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d. I can tell the difference between long and 

short vowel sounds in spoken words. 
 
 
 
 
 
g. I can break apart and say all of the sounds 

in simple, one-syllable words. 
 
 
h. I can blend sounds together to make 

one-syllable words. 
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ELO 2. I can read correctly and fluently to understand what I read. 

Learning Targets 

PreK Kindergarten 1st 2nd-3rd 4th-5th 

a. I can tell which sounds 
match with each letter 
of the alphabet. 

 
b. I can pick out words 

that start with the 
same letter as my 
name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
f. I can pretend to read a 

book I know by using 
words from the book 
and making my voice 
sound like a reader. 

 
 

a. I can give the sound that 
each consonant makes. 

 
b. I can match the long and 

short sounds of the five 
major vowels with the 
way each is usually 
spelled. 

c. I can read commonly 
used words by looking at 
them. 

 
d. I can tell words apart by 

giving the sounds of the 
letters that are different. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
f. I can read beginner texts 

with purpose and 
understanding. 

a. I can give the spellings and 
sounds for combinations 
of two consonants. 

b. I can show that I know 
about final -e and vowel 
teams to spell long vowel 
sounds. 

 
c. I can recognize and read 

irregularly spelled words 
that first graders should 
know. 

d. I can tell the number of 
syllables in a word I read, 
because I know that every 
syllable must have a vowel. 

e. I can break apart certain 
words into two syllables to 
decode the words. 

 
f. I can read first grade texts 

with purpose and 
understanding. 

 
g. I can read aloud accurately 

at the right speed and with 
expression. 

h. I can use context to make 
sure I read a word correctly 
and understand what it 
means. 

a. I can show that I know the 
sounds vowel teams make, and I 
can spell sounds using vowel 
teams.  

b. I can tell the difference between 
long and short vowel sounds in 
words I read. 

 
 
c. I can recognize and read 

irregularly spelled words that 
second and third graders should 
know. 

d. I can decode multisyllable words. 
 
 
 
e. I can decode words with 

common prefixes and suffixes 
and show that I know what they 
mean. 

f. I can read second and third grade 
texts with purpose and 
understanding. 

 
g. I can read aloud accurately at the 

right speed and with expression. 
 

h. I can use context to make sure I 
read a word correctly and 
understand what it means, and I 
can reread when I need to. 

a. I can use what I know about 
letters and sounds, syllables, 
and parts of words to read new 
words correctly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
f. I can read fourth and fifth grade 

texts with purpose and 
understanding. 

 
g. I can read prose and poetry 

aloud accurately at the right 
speed and with expression. 

 
h. I can use context to make sure I 

recognize and understand a 
word, and I can reread when I 
need to. 
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Resources 
● CCSS Reading Foundational Skills 
● VELS Communication & Expression - Literacy Development, Element 1: Foundational Reading Skills 
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/introduction/
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-early-education-vels.pdf

