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Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) 

1.  I use rhythm skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

2.  I use pitch skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

3. I use expressive elements to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

4. I use musical notation to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

5. I use musical information to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

6. I use technique to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful. 
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What are the Addison Central School District Essential Learning Outcomes  and Learning Targets ? 
 
The ACSD Essential Learning Outcomes  (ELOs) are a cohesive set of PK-12 content area proficiencies that describe what students will know, 
understand, and be able to do by the time they graduate across ten content areas.  Learning targets  describe what it means to meet the ELOs within a 
content area at each grade span.  The ELOs were developed and vetted during the 2015-2106 school year, and are aligned with state and national 
standards. 
 
How do we read the document? 
 

Each ELO appears in its own table. This 
is the ACSD “big picture” outcome. 

ELO 4. I use musical notation to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and 
meaningful.  

Learning targets define proficiency at 
each grade span. 

Classroom Learning Targets 

Looking across the grades shows 
students’ progression toward the ELO. 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

Each learning target is identified by a 
lowercase letter and color-coded to 
show how specific skills and concepts 
build on each other.  

a. I use visual 
representations of 
steady beat, pitch, 
and expressive 
elements such as 
dynamics.  

a. I use visual 
representations of 
steady beat, pitch, and 
expressive elements 
such as dynamics.  

 
 

c. I use abbreviations for 
dynamics (e.g. f, m, p).  

a. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose 
with rhythm symbols (e.g. quarter 
notes/rests and pairs of eighth notes). 

 
 

b. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose 
with pitch symbols (e.g. mi, re, do). 

c. I use symbols for dynamics (e.g. <, > ). 

a. I read, copy, transcribe, and 
compose with rhythm symbols 
(e.g. half notes/rests, whole 
notes/rests). 

 
b. I identify pitches on the treble clef 

staff by letter name.  
c. I use abbreviations for formal 

dynamics (e.g. ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp).  

 
Music learning targets are divided into Classroom (PreK-6th grade), Choral (4th-12th grade), and Instrumental (4th-12th grade). ELO tables are 
repeated for these three categories. Classroom Learning Targets begin on page 3; Choral Learning Targets begin on page 6; Instrumental Learning 
Targets begin on page 9. 
 
How do we use the ELOs and Learning Targets? 
 
The ELOs and learning targets provide a guide for instruction and assessment for every ACSD teacher and learner.  The articulated targets enable 
teachers to assess students who are above or below grade level using a common ACSD language and create opportunities for students to reflect on 
their own progress as they move toward proficiency.  Used across content areas, the ELOs support interdisciplinary learning and enable connections 
among concepts, skills, and understandings. 
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ELO 1.  I use rhythm skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

a. I move to the steady beat of 
simple songs, chants, and 
recordings at 120-136 b.p.m.  

a. I move to the steady beat of simple 
songs, chants, and recordings at 120-136 
b.p.m. 

 
b. I move to the steady beat while 

performing rhythms.  

a. I move to the steady beat in ways that reflect 
duple, triple, or quadruple meter. 

 
 
 

c. I aurally decode quarter note, quarter rest, and 
paired eighth note rhythms into syllables and 
improvise with them (e.g. du, du-de).  

 
 
 
 
 

c. I aurally decode whole and half 
notes and rests into syllables 
and improvise with them. 

 

ELO 2.  I use pitch skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

a. I use a singing voice rather than 
only a speaking voice. 

b. I sing simple echo songs with 
accurate intonation. 

 
c. I identify very low and high 

sounds as such.  

 
 

b. I sing simple echo and call and 
response songs with accurate 
intonation. 

c. I differentiate between high, 
medium, and low pitch.  

 
 

b. I sing echo and call and response songs with 
accurate intonation. 

 
 

c. I differentiate between intervals that go up, stay 
the same, or go down (intervals larger than a 
step). 

 
d. I sing two-part rounds with others on the same 

part. 
 

e. I aurally decode pitches into syllables and 
improvise with them (e.g. mi, re, and do). 

 
 

b. I sing echo and call and response 
songs that have overlapping parts 
with accurate intonation. 

 
c. I differentiate between intervals 

that go up, stay the same, or go 
down (as small as a half-step). 

 
d. I sing rounds and two-part songs 

with others on the same part. 
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ELO 3. I use expressive elements to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 

a. I differentiate between fast, medium, and 
slow tempos. 

 
b. I differentiate between loud, medium, 

and quiet sounds.  

a. I differentiate between fast, medium, and slow 
tempos (e.g. presto, andante, largo). 

 
b. I differentiate between loud, medium, and quiet 

sounds (e.g. forte, mezzo, and piano). 
 

c. I differentiate between pitch, tempo, and dynamics. 

a. I differentiate between gradually changing tempos (e.g. 
accelerando, ritardando). 

 
b. I differentiate between gradually changing dynamics (e.g. 

crescendo, decrescendo). 
 

 

 

ELO 4. I use musical notation to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

a. I use visual representations 
of steady beat, pitch, and 
expressive elements such 
as dynamics.  

a. I use visual representations of 
steady beat, pitch, and expressive 
elements such as dynamics.  

 
 
 
 

d. I use abbreviations for dynamics 
(e.g. f, m, p).  

a. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose with 
rhythm symbols (e.g. quarter notes/rests 
and pairs of eighth notes). 

 
b. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose with 

pitch symbols (e.g. mi, re, do). 
 

c. I use symbols for dynamics (e.g. <, > ). 

a. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose with 
rhythm symbols (e.g. half notes/rests, 
whole notes/rests). 

 
b. I identify pitches on the treble clef staff by 

letter name.  
 

c. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics 
(e.g. ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp,).  
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ELO 5. I use musical information to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

a. I know vocabulary that helps 
me understand musical 
concepts (e.g. sing, solo/tutti, 
beat, pitch, high/low).  

a. I know vocabulary that helps me 
understand musical concepts (e.g. 
solo/tutti, echo, call and response, 
dynamics, forte/mezzo/piano).  

a. I know vocabulary that helps me 
understand musical concepts (e.g. 
crescendo/decrescendo).  

 
b. I identify common instruments as 

belonging to colloquial instrument 
families (e.g. wind/non-wind, brass, 
woodwind, string, percussion.) 

 
 
 
 
b. I identify instruments as belonging to 

colloquial instrument families and justify 
my reasoning (e.g. wind/non-wind, brass, 
woodwind, string, percussion.) 

 

 

ELO 6. I use technique to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful. 

Classroom Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-4th 5th-6th 

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use the same diction as models.  

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use the same diction as models. 

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use the same diction as models. 

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use the same diction as models. 
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ELO 1.  I use rhythm skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady beat 
alone and with others. 

  
b. I match the conductor’s beat. 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady beat 
alone and with others. 

 
b. I match the conductor’s beat through tempo and 

meter changes. 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady beat alone 
and with others. 

 
b. I match the conductor’s beat through tempo and 

meter changes. 

 
 

ELO 2.  I use pitch skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I sing echo and call and response songs that 
have overlapping parts with accurate intonation. 

 
b. I sing rounds and two-part songs with others on 

the same part. 
 
c. I sing a major scale on solfege from memory with 

accurate intonation.  

a. I sing with accurate intonation alone and 
with others.  

 
b. I sing rounds, two-part, and three-part songs 

with others on the same part. 
 
c. I sing major scale and diatonic, root position 

arpeggios on solfege from memory with 
accurate intonation.  

 
 

a. I sing with accurate intonation alone and with others. 
  
 
b. I sing rounds, two-part, three-part, and four-part songs 

with others on the same part. 
 
c. I sing major scales, minor scales, pentatonic and 

diatonic, root position arpeggios, and intervals on 
solfege from memory. 

 
d. I sing in a quartet with one singer on each part. 
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ELO 3. I use expressive elements to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a.  I sing a moderate range of 
dynamics. 

b.  I balance and blend when 
singing with an ensemble. 

 
c. I sing with musical 

phrasing. 

a. I sing using a moderate range of dynamics. 
 
b. I use blend and balance while performing.  
 
 
c. I sing with musical phrasing. 
 
d. I sing a variety of articulations, including 

staccato, slurred, and accented.  

a. I use healthy breathing with regards to alignment, physiology, support, 
inhalation, control, and stagger breathing. 

b. I independently demonstrate through singing, rules of diction in multiple 
languages, with consideration of voiced consonants, unvoiced consonants, 
and vocal articulation, such as attacks and releases. 

c. I make appropriate musical decisions regarding facial expressions, phrasing, 
interpretation of the text, dynamics, articulation, and diction. 

d. I make appropriate decisions regarding style, genre, and texture.  

 

ELO 4. I use musical notation to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I find my part and read 
the lyrics in a score. 

a. I am able to follow a two-part and three-part score.  
 
b. I read, copy and transcribe, with rhythm and melodic symbols 

(e.g., half notes/rests, whole notes/rests). 
 
c. I identify pitches on the treble clef staff through solfege. 
 
d. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics (ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp). 
  
e. I read, understand, and apply tempo, style, and form markings. 
 
f. I can, with a starting pitch, read from the staff, audiate and 

sing pitches in repeated or stepwise motion. 

a. I am able to follow a two-part, three- part, and four-part score. 
 
b. I read, copy and transcribe, with rhythm and melodic symbols 

(e.g., half notes/rests, whole notes/rests). 
 
c. I identify pitches on the treble clef staff through solfege. 
 
d. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics (ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp). 
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ELO 5. I use musical information to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I understand the historical and cultural 
context of the music that we are learning. 

 
b. I know vocabulary that helps me understand 

and express musical concepts.  
 
c. I understand basic theory concepts, 

including form, and apply them to 
performance. 

a. I understand the historical and cultural context 
of the music that we are learning. 

 
b. I know vocabulary that helps me understand 

and express musical concepts.  
 
c. I understand basic theory concepts, including 

form, and apply them to performance. 

a. I understand the historical and cultural context of the 
music that we are learning. 

 
b. I know vocabulary that helps me understand and 

express musical concepts.  
 
c. I understand basic theory concepts, including form, and 

apply them to performance. 
 
d. I understand the vocal mechanism. 

 

ELO 6. I use technique to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful. 

Choral Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use healthy breathing with regards to 

alignment, physiology, support, inhalation, 
control, and stagger breathing. 

 
c. I phonate with freely produced tone and head 

voice, giving consideration to timbre, vowel 
production and resonance, and accurately 
executing diphthongs. 

 
d. I use musical diction. 

a. I use healthy posture.  
 
b. I use healthy breathing with regards to alignment, 

physiology, support, inhalation, control, and 
stagger breathing. 

 
c.  I phonate with freely produced tone and head 

voice, giving consideration to timbre, vowel 
production and resonance, and accurately 
executing diphthongs. 

 
d. I use musical diction.  

a. I use healthy posture.  
 
b. I use healthy breathing with regards to alignment, 

physiology, support, inhalation, control, and stagger 
breathing. 

 
c. I phonate with freely produced tone and head voice, 

giving consideration to timbre, vowel production 
and resonance, and accurately executing 
diphthongs. 

 
d. I use musical diction.  
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ELO 1.  I use rhythm skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady 
beat alone and with others. 

  
b. I match the conductor’s beat. 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady 
beat alone and with others. 

 
b. I match the conductor’s beat through 

tempo and meter changes. 

a. I perform accurate rhythms with a steady beat alone and with 
others. 

 
b. I match the conductor’s beat through tempo and meter 

changes. 

 
 

ELO 2.  I use pitch skills to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I play accurate pitches. 
 
b. I play with accurate intonation alone and 

with others. 

a. I play accurate pitches. 
 
b. I play with accurate intonation alone and 

with others. 

e. I play accurate pitches. 
 
f. I play with accurate intonation alone and with others. 
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ELO 3. I use expressive elements to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a.  I play a moderate range of dynamics. 
 
b.  I balance and blend when playing with an 

ensemble. 
c. I play with musical phrasing. 

a. I play a wide range of dynamics and subtly change 
my dynamics. 

b. I balance and blend when playing with an ensemble. 
  
c. I play with musical phrasing. 
 
d. I play a variety of articulations, including staccato, 

slurred, and accented.  

a. I play a wide range of dynamics and subtly change 
my dynamics. 

b. I balance and blend when playing with an ensemble.  
 
c. I play with musical phrasing. 
 
d. I play a variety of articulations, including staccato, 

slurred, and accented.  

 

ELO 4. I use musical notation to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I read, copy, transcribe, and compose with rhythm symbols (e.g., 
half notes/rests, whole notes/rests). 

 
b. I identify instrument/pitch on the staff (percussion, treble, or 

bass). 
 
c. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics (ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp). 
 
d. I read a variety of articulations, including staccato, slurred, and 

accented.  

a. I read, copy, take dictation, and transcribe 
with rhythm symbols. 

 
b. I identify pitches on the treble clef or bass 

clef staff. 
 
c. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics. 
  
d. I read, understand, and apply tempo, style, 

and form markings. 

a. I read, copy, take dictation, and transcribe 
with rhythm symbols. 

 
b. I identify pitches on the treble clef or 

bass clef staff. 
 
c. I use abbreviations for formal dynamics. 
  
d. I read, understand, and apply tempo, 

style, and form markings. 
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ELO 5. I use musical information to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful.  

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I understand the historical and cultural context of the 
music that we are learning. 

b. I know vocabulary that helps me understand and express 
musical concepts.  

 
c. I understand basic theory concepts, including form, and 

apply them to performance. 
d. I know how to assemble and perform routine maintenance 

on my instrument. 
e. I know how to tune my instrument. 

a. I understand the historical and cultural 
context of the music that we are learning. 

b. I know vocabulary that helps me understand 
and express musical concepts.  

 
c. I understand basic theory concepts, 

including form, and apply them to 
performance. 

a. I understand the historical and cultural context 
of the music that we are learning. 

b. I know vocabulary, including tempo 
descriptors, that helps me understand and 
express musical concepts.  

c. I understand basic theory concepts, including 
form, and apply them to performance. 

 
f. I play appropriate scales/rudiments for my 

instrument from memory. 
 

ELO 6. I use technique to make my receptive and expressive musical experiences powerful, subtle, and meaningful. 

Instrumental Learning Targets 

4th-6th 7th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I use healthy posture. 
 
b. I use breath support/rebound. 
 
c. I use effective embouchure, body 

position, and grip. 
d. I use appropriate and consistent 

articulations/sticking. 
e. I play with a characteristic tone for a 

beginning instrumentalist. 
f. I use effective techniques specific to my 

instrument. 

a. I use healthy posture.  
 
b. I use breath support/rebound. 
 
c. I use effective embouchure, body position, and grip. 
 
d. I use appropriate and consistent 

articulations/sticking. 
e. I play with a characteristic tone for my instrument. 
 
f. I use effective techniques specific to my instrument. 
g. I make appropriate adjustments to play with accurate 

intonation. 

a. I use healthy posture.  
 
b. I use breath support/rebound. 
 
c. I use effective embouchure, body position, and grip. 
 
d. I use appropriate and consistent 

articulations/sticking. 
e. I play with a characteristic tone for an experienced 

instrumentalist. 
 
f. I use effective techniques specific to my instrument. 
g. I make appropriate adjustments to play with accurate 

intonation. 
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