
 
 

English Language Arts / Literacy Essential Learning Outcomes and Learning Targets 
Addison Central School District - February 2017 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) 

1. I can read closely to understand the main ideas of a variety of texts and analyze how they are developed and supported. 

2. I can analyze how an author’s choices in wording and structure impact the meaning, tone, and style of the text. 

3. I can learn from different sources and bring together the ideas and arguments they present. 

4. I can write clearly and effectively for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences using an appropriate process. 

5. I can use technology effectively to produce, strengthen, and publish my writing and to collaborate with others. 

6. I can investigate a subject by gathering relevant information and evidence from multiple credible sources to demonstrate 
my understanding. 

7. I can understand and evaluate information and arguments that I hear, and I can speak my ideas clearly and persuasively for 
a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

8. I can use language correctly and purposefully to communicate clearly and effectively. 

 
* Reading Foundational Skills Essential Learning Outcomes and Learning Targets  are located in a separate document. 
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What are the Addison Central School District Essential Learning Outcomes  and Learning Targets ? 
The ACSD Essential Learning Outcomes  (ELOs) are a cohesive set of PK-12 content area proficiencies that describe what students will know, understand, and 

be able to do by the time they graduate across ten content areas. Learning targets  describe what it means to meet the ELOs within the content area at each grade 
span. The ELOs were developed and vetted during the 2015-2106 school year, and are aligned with state and national standards. 
 
How do we read the document? 

Each ELO appears on its own page. This is 
the ACSD “big picture” outcome. 

ELO 1. I can read closely to understand the main ideas of a variety of texts and analyze how they are developed 
and supported. 

Learning targets define proficiency at each 
grade span. 

Learning Targets 

Looking across the grades shows students’ 
progression toward the ELO. 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

Each learning target is identified by a 
lowercase letter and color-coded to show 
how specific skills and concepts build on 
each other.  

a. I can ask and 
answer 
questions 
about what I 
read when 
others help me. 

a. I can ask and 
answer 
questions about 
what I read to 
show that I 
understand. 

a. I can quote from 
something I have 
read to explain 
what the text says 
and to make 
inferences about 
the text. 

a. I can cite the text 
evidence that most 
strongly supports 
my analysis of the 
text and the 
inferences I make 
about the text. 

a. I can cite strong and thorough 
text evidence to support my 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly and the inferences I 
make about the text, including 
determining where the text 
leaves things uncertain. 

 
How do we use the ELOs and Learning Targets? 

The ELOs and learning targets provide a guide for instruction and assessment for every ACSD teacher and learner.  The articulated targets enable teachers to 
assess students who are above or below grade level using a common ACSD language and create opportunities for students to reflect on their own progress as they 
move toward proficiency.  Used across content areas, the ELOs support interdisciplinary learning and enable connections among concepts, skills, and understandings. 
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ELO 1. I can read closely to understand the main ideas of a variety of texts and analyze how they are developed and supported. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can ask and 
answer questions 
about what I read 
when others help 
me. 

 
b. I can retell a story I 

know with help 
from others.  

 
 
 
c. I can tell the main 

idea of a text, with 
help, and retell 
important details. 

 
 
d. I can tell the main 

characters, 
settings, and 
events in a story 
when others help 
me. 

e. I can describe the 
connection 
between two 
people, events, 
ideas, or pieces of 
information in a 
text. 

f. I can read and 
understand stories 
and informational 
texts at my grade 
level by myself. 

a. I can ask and answer 
questions about what I 
read to show that I 
understand. 

 
 

b. I can retell what I have 
read and figure out the 
message or main idea of 
the text and specific 
sections of the text. 

 
c. I can tell the main idea of 

a text with several 
paragraphs and the focus 
of each paragraph. 

 
 

d. I can describe important 
details about characters, 
settings, and events in a 
story and describe how 
characters react to major 
events and challenges. 

e. I can describe 
connections between 
people, events, ideas, 
information, and steps in 
a procedure from what I 
have read about history 
and science. 

f. I can read and understand 
stories and informational 
texts at my grade level by 
myself. 

a. I can quote from 
something I have read to 
explain what the text says 
and to make inferences 
about the text. 

 
b. I can summarize a story, 

drama, or poem and figure 
out a theme using details 
in the text, including 
characters’ responses to 
challenges. 

c. I can summarize 
informational text and 
figure out a main idea and 
how specific details 
support it. 

 
d. I can compare and 

contrast characters, 
settings, and events in a 
story or drama using 
specific details in the text. 

 
e. I can analyze in detail how 

an individual, event, or idea 
is introduced, illustrated, 
and elaborated in a text. 

 
f. I can read and understand 

stories, dramas, poetry, 
and informational texts at 
my grade level 
independently and 
proficiently. 

a. I can cite the text evidence that 
most strongly supports my 
analysis of the text and the 
inferences I make about the text. 

 
b. I can objectively summarize 

literary text, determine a theme, 
and analyze its development 
through the text, including its 
relationship to characters, 
setting, and plot. 

c. I can objectively summarize 
informational text, determine a 
central idea, and analyze its 
development through the text, 
including its relationship to 
supporting ideas. 

d. I can analyze how particular lines 
of dialogue or incidents in a story 
or drama drive the action, reveal 
something about a character, or 
lead to a decision. 

e. I can analyze how a text 
connects and distinguishes 
individuals, ideas, and events. 

 
 
 

f. I can read and understand 
stories, dramas, poetry, and 
literary nonfiction at my grade 
level independently and 
proficiently. 

a. I can cite strong and thorough text 
evidence to support my analysis of 
what the text says explicitly and the 
inferences I make about the text, 
including determining where the text 
leaves things uncertain. 

b. I can objectively summarize literary 
text, determine themes, and analyze 
their development through the text, 
including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex 
account. 

c. I can objectively summarize 
informational text, determine central 
ideas, and analyze their development 
through the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex analysis. 

d. I can analyze the impact of an 
author’s choices in developing and 
relating elements of a story or 
drama. 

 
e. I can analyze a complex set of ideas 

or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or 
events interact and develop through 
the text. 

 
f. I can read and understand stories, 

dramas, poetry, and informational 
texts at my grade level independently 
and proficiently. 
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ELO 2. I can analyze how an author’s choices in wording and structure impact the meaning, tone, and style of the text. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can ask and 
answer 
questions about 
a word I don’t 
know in a text. 

 
 

b. I can name the 
author and 
illustrator of a 
story and tell 
how each of 
them helped tell 
the story. 

c. I can recognize 
common types 
of texts, like 
storybooks and 
poems. 

a. I can figure out what 
words mean in a text 
and show that I 
understand how words 
and phrases add to the 
meaning, feelings, and 
senses in what I read. 

b. I can describe how a 
story is organized, 
including the important 
parts of a beginning and 
an ending. 

 
 
c. I can use the helpful 

parts of a nonfiction 
book to find important 
facts and details 
quickly. 

 
d. I can show that I know 

the characters in a story 
by telling about them or 
by using different 
character voices when I 
read. 

e. I can tell the author’s 
main purpose in 
nonfiction writing. 

a. I can figure out what words 
and phrases mean in what I 
read, including figurative 
language and expert words in 
the subject I am reading 
about. 

 
b. I can explain how a piece of 

literature is structured, 
including how scenes, 
chapters, or stanzas fit 
together to provide the overall 
structure. 

 
c. I can compare and contrast 

the overall structure of events, 
ideas, and information in two 
or more texts. 

 
 
d. I can describe how the point 

of view and narration 
influences how a story is told. 

 
 
 
e. I can analyze multiple 

accounts of the same event or 
topic by discussing important 
similarities and differences in 
the authors’ purposes. 

a. I can determine the technical, 
connotative, and figurative 
meanings of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text and 
analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and 
tone. 

b. I can compare and contrast the 
structure of two or more texts 
and analyze how each different 
structure contributes to 
meaning and style. 

 
 
c. I can analyze in detail the 

structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including 
how sentences develop and 
refine a key concept. 

 
d. I can analyze the effects that 

authors create with point(s) of 
view. 

 
 
 
e. I can determine the author’s 

point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author 
includes or responds to 
different viewpoints. 

a. I can determine the technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings 
of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text and analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone. 

 
b. I can analyze an author’s choices in 

how to structure specific parts of a 
text and how they contribute to its 
overall structure, meaning, and 
aesthetic impact. 

 
 
c. I can analyze and evaluate the 

effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses to present an argument, 
including whether the structure 
makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging. 

d. I can analyze a case in which I have 
to see the difference between what 
is directly stated in the text and what 
is really meant in order to 
understand the point of view. 

 
e. I can determine an author’s point of 

view in a particularly effective text by 
analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the 
text. 
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ELO 3. I can learn from different sources and bring together the ideas and arguments they present. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can describe 
what the 
illustrations in 
a text show 
and how they 
are related to 
the text. 

 
 
 
 
c. I can find the 

reasons an 
author gives 
to support 
ideas in a text, 
when others 
help me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
e. I can say what 

is similar and 
what is 
different in 
two texts, 
when others 
help me. 

a. I can use what I learn from 
pictures and diagrams, as 
well as words,   to help me 
understand what I read and 
explain how specific images 
make the text clearer. 

 
 
 
 
c. I can describe how an 

author uses reasons to 
support the point he or she 
is making.  

 
 
d. I can point out the ways two 

or more tellings of a story 
are the same and different. 

 
 
 
 
e. I can point out the 

similarities and differences 
in the important points of 
two nonfiction pieces. 

a. I can show the ways that 
visual and multimedia 
elements add to the 
meaning, tone, or beauty of 
a text. 

 
b. I can use information from 

multiple sources to quickly 
find answers to a question 
or solve a problem. 

 
c. I can explain how an author 

uses specific reasons and 
evidence to support 
particular points in 
informational texts.  

 
d. I can compare and contrast 

similar themes or topics in 
stories in the same fiction 
genre. 

 
 
 
 
e. I can pull together 

information from several 
different informational 
texts on the same topic to 
help me write or speak with 
knowledge on the subject. 

a. I can analyze a film or live 
production of a story or drama, 
noting how faithful it stays to the 
text and evaluating the choices 
made by the director or actors. 

b. I can evaluate the advantages 
and disadvantages of using 
different mediums to present a 
particular topic or idea. 

 
c. I can evaluate an argument by 

tracing the specific claims it 
makes to see if the reasoning is 
sound and if there is enough 
relevant evidence.  

 
d. I can compare and contrast 

similar themes or topics in 
stories in the same fiction genre. 

 
 
 
 
e. I can analyze two texts that 

provide conflicting information 
on the same topic and identify 
where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation. 

a. I can analyze and evaluate multiple 
interpretations of a story, drama, or 
poem. 

 
 
 
b. I can address a question or solve a 

problem by integrating and evaluating 
multiple sources of information 
presented in different media or 
formats. 

c. I can evaluate the arguments and 
reasoning in important U.S. texts and 
works of public advocacy by pointing 
out the premises and purposes they 
present, including the application of 
constitutional principles.  

d. I can compare and contrast how two 
or more texts from the same time 
period treat similar topics or themes 
in order to demonstrate my 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth-, 
and early twentieth-century American 
literature. 

e. I can analyze the themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features of 
foundational U.S. documents of 
historical and literary significance. 

 
 

ELO 4. I can write clearly and effectively for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences using an appropriate process. 
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Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can use 
drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing to share 
my opinion about 
a topic or a book. 

b. I can share 
information 
about a topic 
using a 
combination of 
drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing. 

c. I can narrate 
events in order 
and my reactions 
to what 
happened using 
a combination of 
drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
f. I can make my 

writing stronger 
with help from 
adults and 
classmates. 

 

a. I can write about my 
opinion and make readers 
agree by giving reasons, 
using convincing words, 
and organizing my writing 
well. 

 
b. I can write to teach about 

a topic by giving 
definitions and facts about 
it and organize my writing 
well.  

 
 
 

c. I can write a story with 
details about characters, 
events, thoughts, and 
feelings in a clear order. 

 
 

d. I can use what I have 
learned about spelling and 
punctuation in my writing. 

 
 
 
 
 

f. I can use ideas from my 
classmates and adults to 
make my writing better.  

a. I can write to share my 
opinion on topics or texts, 
provide reasons and 
information to support 
that opinion, and organize 
my writing well. 

 
b. I can write informative or 

explanatory texts to 
examine a topic, convey 
ideas and information 
clearly, and organize my 
writing well. 

 
 

c. I can write stories about 
real or imagined 
experiences using a clear 
sequence of events. 

 
 

d. I can use what I have 
learned about grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 
in my writing. 

e. I can produce writing that 
is clear, developed, and 
organized in a way that 
works for the task, 
audience, and purpose. 

f. I can plan, revise, edit, 
rewrite, or try a new 
approach in my writing 
with help and feedback 
from my peers and adults. 

a. I can write well organized 
arguments to support claims 
about a topic or text with clear 
reasoning and relevant evidence. 

 
 
 

b. I can write well organized 
informative or explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas, concepts, and information.  

 
 
 

c. I can write narratives to relate 
real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

  
d. I can use what I have learned 

about grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and spelling in my 
writing. 

e. I can produce clear, coherent, and 
well developed writing with the 
appropriate organization and 
style for the task, audience, and 
purpose. 

f. I can develop and strengthen my 
writing, with a focus on purpose 
and audience, by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach with 
feedback from peers and adults. 

a. I can write well organized arguments 
to support claims in an analysis of 
important topics or texts within the 
appropriate conventions of the 
discipline, using valid reasoning and 
sufficient relevant evidence. 

 
b. I can write well organized informative 

or explanatory texts to analyze and 
convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information.  

 
 
 
 

c. I can write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences, events, and 
characters using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

 
d. I can use what I have learned about 

grammar, usage, mechanics, and 
spelling in my writing. 

 
e. I can produce clear, coherent, and 

well developed writing with the 
appropriate organization and style for 
the task, audience, and purpose. 

 
f. I can develop and strengthen my 

writing, with a focus on purpose and 
audience, by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach with feedback from peers 
and adults. 
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ELO 5. I can use technology effectively to produce, strengthen, and publish my writing and to collaborate with others. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can explore ways to 
use a computer or 
tablet, with help from 
an adult, to write and 
share my writing and 
to work together with 
other students.  

a. I can use a computer 
or tablet, with help 
from an adult, to 
write, edit, and 
publish my ideas and 
to work together with 
other students.  

a. I can use the internet 
and other technology 
to write, edit, and 
publish my work and 
to collaborate with 
others.  

a. I can use the internet and other 
technology to produce and publish 
my writing, to present the 
relationships between information 
and ideas efficiently, and to 
collaborate with others.  

a. I can use the internet and other 
technology to produce, publish, and 
update my individual writing and 
shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback and new arguments 
or information. 
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ELO 6. I can investigate a subject by gathering relevant information and evidence from multiple credible sources to demonstrate my 
understanding. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can work with a 
group to learn about a 
topic and write about 
it. 

 
 
 
 
b. I can answer a 

question, with help 
from adults, using 
what I know from my 
experience or 
information I gather 
from sources provided 
for me. 

a. I can help my 
class learn about 
a topic and write 
about it.  

 
 
 
 
b. I can answer 

questions by 
remembering 
information from 
my experiences 
and finding new 
information in 
texts my teacher 
provides me.  

a. I can investigate different 
sides or parts of a topic, 
using several sources to 
build my knowledge in a 
short research task.  

 
 
 
b. I can remember relevant 

information from my 
experiences and gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources.  

 
 
 
c. I can summarize and 

paraphrase information in 
my notes and in my 
finished writing and list the 
sources that I used. 

 
d. I can use evidence from 

both fiction and nonfiction 
texts to support my ideas, 
and I can apply my skills 
as a reader in my writing. 

a. I can answer a question in a 
short research task and 
explore a topic in many ways 
by using several sources and 
coming up with additional 
related, focused questions.  

 
 
b. I can gather relevant 

information from multiple 
print and digital sources and 
make sure that each source 
is credible and accurate.  

 
 
 
c. I can quote or paraphrase 

others’ work and ideas 
without plagiarizing, and I can 
follow a standard format for 
citing my sources. 

 
d. I can use evidence from 

literary and informational 
texts to support my analysis, 
synthesis, and reflection, and 
I can apply my skills as a 
reader in my writing. 

a. I can solve problems or answer questions 
(including questions I generate myself) in 
short and more sustained research tasks 
to demonstrate my understanding of the 
subject I am investigating by narrowing or 
broadening the topic as needed and 
synthesizing multiple sources on the 
subject.  

 
b. I can locate, evaluate, and use multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources to 
gather relevant information, assessing the 
strengths and limitations of each source 
in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience.  

 
c. I can integrate information into my writing 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
rely on more than one source, and avoid 
plagiarism; I can follow a standard format 
for citation. 

 
d. I can use evidence from literary and 

informational texts to support my 
analysis, synthesis, and reflection, and I 
can apply my skills as a reader in my 
writing. 
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ELO 7. I can understand and evaluate information and arguments that I hear, and I can speak my ideas clearly and persuasively for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can follow group 
rules to keep a 
conversation 
going with my 
classmates and 
teachers about 
what I have 
studied or read. 

 
 
 
 
b. I can ask and 

answer questions 
to make sure I 
understand what I 
hear or to get 
help. 

 
c. I can describe 

people, places, 
things, and events 
and add details - 
including pictures 
- with help. 

 
e. I can speak loudly 

and clearly and 
express thoughts, 
feelings, and 
ideas in a way 
that others can 
understand. 

a. I can be a helpful part of a 
good conversation with my 
classmates and teachers by 
following the rules we 
agreed on, respecting 
others and listening to 
them, making connections 
to other people’s ideas, and 
asking questions to help 
me understand what is 
being shared.  

 
b. I can talk about the 

important ideas and details 
after I listen to someone 
read or speak, and I can ask 
and answer questions 
about what a speaker says 
to help me understand the 
information better. 

c. I can share a story with 
important details to help 
people understand, 
speaking loudly and clearly 
in complete sentences. 

d. I can add pictures to stories 
I tell to help people 
understand ideas, thoughts, 
and feelings. 

 
e. I can speak in complete 

sentences when it is 
appropriate. 

a. I can participate effectively 
in a variety of discussions 
with different people about 
grade-level topics and texts 
by preparing and using 
information I have learned, 
following established 
expectations, building on 
others’ ideas, asking good 
questions, and reviewing 
key ideas to draw 
conclusions.  

b. I can summarize a text that 
is read aloud or information 
that is presented to me and 
explain how the speaker’s 
points are supported by 
reasons and evidence. 

c. I can present my opinion or 
a report on a topic or text 
logically, using appropriate 
facts and details to support 
my main idea. 

 
d. I can include multimedia 

and visual displays to help 
me show main ideas or 
themes in my 
presentations. 

e. I can change the way I 
speak to be appropriate for 
the task and situation. 

a. I can participate effectively in a 
variety of discussions with 
different people about 
grade-level topics and texts by 
preparing and explicitly 
referencing text evidence on the 
topic, following established 
rules and roles, asking and 
answering questions to connect 
others’ ideas, and adapting my 
ideas in light of what I hear and 
learn.  

b. I can analyze information 
presented in different ways or a 
speaker’s argument and 
evaluate the motives and 
reasoning behind the 
presentation or argument. 

 
c. I can present claims and 

findings effectively by 
emphasizing important points 
with focused supporting details 
and reasoning and by using 
speaking skills. 

d. I can include multimedia and 
visual displays to make my 
information clearer, my points 
and evidence stronger, and my 
presentation more interesting. 

e. I can adapt my speech to a 
variety of tasks and situations 
and use formal English correctly 
when appropriate. 

a. I can initiate and participate 
effectively in a variety of discussions 
with different people about 
grade-level topics and texts by 
preparing and explicitly referencing 
text evidence, working with my peers 
to promote civil discussion and 
democratic decision-making, asking 
probing questions to verify or 
challenge ideas and conclusions, and 
responding thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives.  

b. I can integrate information from 
multiple sources and various media 
and evaluate the credibility of a 
source, as well as the reasoning and 
evidence used to support a speaker’s 
point of view. 

 
c. I can orally present information, 

findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly using appropriate 
organization, substance, and style for 
the purpose, audience, and a range of 
formal and informal tasks. 

d. I can use multimedia and visual 
displays strategically to enhance 
understanding of my findings, 
reasoning, and evidence in my 
presentations. 

e. I can adapt my speech to a variety of 
tasks and contexts and use formal 
English correctly when appropriate. 
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ELO 8. I can use language correctly and purposefully to communicate clearly and effectively. 

Learning Targets 

PreK-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th 

a. I can use words 
correctly when I 
speak and write. 

 
b. I can begin sentences 

with capital letters 
and end them with 
the correct 
punctuation. 

 
c. I can write letters for 

most sounds and use 
them to spell some 
words. 

 
 
d. I can figure out what 

a word or phrase 
means in what I read 
or hear. 

 
 
 

e. I am learning how 
words are related and 
the small differences 
in words that mean 
similar things. 

 
f. I can use words and 

phrases I learn from 
conversations and 
reading. 

a. I can use words 
correctly in spoken and 
written sentences. 

 
b. I can use capital letters 

and punctuation marks 
and spell words 
correctly. 

 
c. I can use what I know 

about language to tell 
the difference between 
formal and informal 
English. 

 
d. I can use strategies I 

have learned to figure 
out or check the 
meaning of words I 
don’t know or words 
that can mean more 
than one thing. 

e. I can show that I 
understand how words 
work together and how 
the meaning of a word 
can change based on 
its use. 

 
f. I can use words that I 

learn from 
conversations and 
reading. 

a. I can follow the grammar 
rules I have learned when 
I write and speak. 

 
b. I can follow the rules of 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when I write. 

 
 

c. I can use what I know 
about language to 
compare and contrast 
different ways people use 
English in stories, 
dramas, and poems. 

d. I can use different 
strategies I have learned 
to figure out or check the 
meaning of words I don’t 
know or words that can 
mean more than one 
thing. 

e. I can show that I 
understand the deeper 
meanings of words, 
relationships between 
words, and how authors 
use words in interesting 
ways. 

f. I can learn new academic 
and subject-specific 
words and use them 
correctly. 

a. I can apply the grammar and 
usage rules I have learned to 
make effective choices when I 
write and speak. 

b. I can follow the rules of 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when I write. 

 
 
 
c. I can use what I know about 

language when I write, speak, 
read, and listen. 

 
 
 
d. I can use different strategies I 

have learned to determine or 
clarify the meaning of words I 
don’t know and words with 
multiple meanings. 

 
 
e. I can show that I understand 

figurative language, word 
relationships, and subtle 
differences in word meanings. 

 
 
 
f. I can learn and accurately use 

new academic and 
subject-specific words. 

a. I can intentionally apply my 
understanding of grammar and usage 
conventions in my spoken and written 
language. 

b. I can follow the rules of capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when I write. 

 
 
 
 
c. I can apply what I know about how 

language  functions in different 
contexts to make effective choices for 
meaning or style and to better 
understand when reading and listening. 

d. I can use different strategies to 
determine or clarify the meaning of 
words I don’t know and words with 
multiple meanings. 

 
 
 
e. I can show that I understand figurative 

language and word relationships and 
analyze nuances in word meanings. 

 
 
 
 
f. I can learn and accurately use new 

academic and subject-specific words 
to be able to read, write, speak, and 
listen effectively. 
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Resources 
● Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts and Literacy 
● Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) sample Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements (PBGRs) 
●  Lucy Calkins learning progressions for writing, grades Pre K-9 
● ACSU "I can" statements for ELA, grades K-5 
● ACSU units developed for Bridging Project  
● ACSU "Salmon Ladder" for ELA 
● Middlebury Union High School (MUHS) English Department course descriptions, unit alignment to CCSS, and common task rubrics 
● Essential Elements from Expeditionary Learning to scaffold learning targets 
● Vermont Early Learning Standards 
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3gbX4tZ_bXuMTBJZ19vNm5FRjA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3I6B0zkSOIDQ0lRbGlwQU1raHM
https://drive.google.com/a/addisoncentralsu.org/file/d/0B49ddsTNucW5T3FjSy03VHRTM1E/view?usp=sharing

